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The Global AMAA Mission 


Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 
Offer hospitality to each other without grumbling. 1 Peter 4:8-9 


By Zaven Khanjian, AMAA Executive Director/CEO 


The successive industrial revolutions of the past few centuries have affected life 
on this planet in ways incomparable to time immortal since life was introduced on 
earth. This amazing transformation in the way we live, behave, relate and work 
was once again revolutionized with the tech revolution, or the fourth industrial 
revolution of the last few decades. So much so that it is hard to imagine what the 
not-so-distant future will bring. 

Apart from what ordinary citizens see and experience, there is a lot that goes on beyond our 
knowledge and imagination. Some of it is good, which for a hefty price, will one day be offered 
on silver plates to the consumer public. What is frightening is the rest of the tech revolution that 
is weaponized by nations under the misuse of the magic word - ‘defense.’ Even outer space is 
being weaponized to dominate this God given beautiful miracle planet. You see, ‘defense’ is attractive, but each ‘defense’ 
is someone else’s conceived ‘offense,’ which makes all of it offensive. All that while poverty and hunger decease and injus- 
tices rule the world. 

The whirlwind of the above thoughts is the natural consequence of the state of affairs on the planet as we are living 
today. From Ukraine and Russia, Europe and the US, Armenia, Azerbaijan and Artsakh. And, when has the Near East ever 
been off the crisis radar? 

Where do we stand in this maze of universal anguish? 

The incredible support and wave of prayers that | recently received after my surgery was overwhelming. The echo was 
global coming from every corner of the world. | am truly humbled with all the love and well wishes expressed but most of 
all by the prayers that were raised to the ultimate healer. 

| reckon that none of that belongs to me but reverts to the good name and reputation of the AMAA as it continues 
to expand its services in the countries it serves and beyond. The latest addition to the list of countries is Ukraine and its 
Armenian community who have taken refuge in East Europe or returned to Armenia. 

This issue of the AMAA News is dedicated to our mission partners, the Armenian Missionary Association of Canada and 
the Armenian Missionary Association of Australia. As AMAA’s global services expand and increase, the stories covered here 
beautifully narrate the role of these two AMAA partners who have long borne the crown of unabashed and unwavering 
support of the mission. 

While giants are busy building ‘defenses,’ weaponizing space and plotting in the dark, the AMAA builds, educates, 
shelters, feeds and quenches globally. From Beirut to Brussels, Aleppo to Askeran, Stepanakert to Sofia, hand in hand with 
Sydney, Montreal and Toronto. 

Love is at the core of the mission, the Global AMAA mission. 

Thank you for your support. 


May 15, 2022 
Glendale, California 


AMAA News - APRIL + MAY = JUNE 2022 


Message From Zaven Khanjian, AMAA Executive Director/CEO 


Dear Ministry Partners, 
Dear Friends, 


It is with a grateful heart that | want to update you on my recovery. It has been a month since | underwent open-heart 
surgery and | am beyond thankful for the prayers and support of an incredible community, worldwide circle of friends and 
acquaintances and an amazing support of family. | am thankful for the medical intervention and the wisdom of my Doctors. 
| am also thankful for the opportunity God has granted me to continue working with you and this amazing mission. 

| declare that the Lord is my healer and your prayers certainly have been heard. | have slowly been keeping up with 
some of the day-to-day duties and look forward to my full recovery and returning to my mission purpose. 


With a humbling heart, 
Zaven Khanjian, AMAA Executive Director/CEO 


Upnbih Gnndwhpguen, 
Uhnéih PuwnGywuuusénp, 


Gpwfuunwiiywnu unuiny Y'niq&l wnbnbywglb, wuywehuldwuu vwufu: UnnEu wuhu vp wugwé E wl onEu, 
Gne uninh yhnpwhwunnyetwl Guyewnynibguy: Quyrwquilg 2unnhwyw GU wuqniqwuiywu huvwyleh Up, husujEu 
Uw w2fuwnphwgnht upniih pwnGywulinn., Gwuoelenns be wudpgwywl puunwufpehu’ pntlg wnoseeubnnu Ge 
qonwygnyebwl huuvwn: Cunnhwyw Gu pdh2zyuennt Uhgwuinnyebwl Ge dwulwqhunnyjeGwl hwuwp: Gunnhwyul 
GU Uwe wy huwnwinnnyetwu, nn Uuunn.wé pudGnuwo EF Auéfh gwpntuwYybjne hu w2fuwuwuen d6p Ge wyu Gquyp 
wnuwpbinyeGuu hu: 

Qhuwhg Gu, nn SEnU E hu enidhsn, Gt 6Gn wnoeeuenn dunwhwewn jun.wé Gu: UnnEU Uwuwup Yn hbuGrhu 
hu wnonbwy wwpuwywunyepcuugpne Ywuwpduw, Ge wuhwupeén Yn uuyjwubéu hu wupnngwyud wuwehlulwu Ge hu 
wnwepbinyeGwl Uuywuwyhu Yénwnwpdhu: 


funuwinh ununny, 
Que FuwuéGwl, ULGwwpwuywhwuh Gnndwnhp SuonEu 
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Founding members of AMAC. First Row L to R: Antibas Loussarian, Sonia Matossian, Rev. Yessayi Sarmazian, Dr. George Ajemian, Dr. George 
Bezirganian (representing AMAA), Rev. Ardashes Kerbabian and Rev. Dr. Movses Janbazian (representing AMAA). Second Row L to R: Papken Tountaian, 
Anton Torunian, Alice Marandjian, Rev. Abraham Jizmejian, Rev. Hovhannes Agnerian, Karekin Sagherian and Hagop Basmadijian. Third Row L to R: 
Mihran Jizmejian, Puzant Danaian, Rev. Jirair Bezdigian, Solicitor Robert Adourian, and Bedros Kakoussian. 


The Armenian Missionary 
Association of Canada 


A Brief History 


By Raffi Shnorhokian* 


uring the 1915 Armenian 

Genocide, 1.5 million Arme- 

nians were massacred. 

In addition to the loss of in- 
nocent human lives, organized Armenian 
communities and institutions were wiped 
out, not least of which was the Armenian 
Evangelical Church, which had been 
established on July 1, 1846, in Istanbul, 
Turkey. 

Before the high-level orchestrated 
efforts of ethnic cleansing, there were 137 


Armenian Evangelical Churches in Turkey, 
of which only 31 were left. Out of 175 
ordained ministers, only 43 survived. Out of 
270 church schools, only 32 remained. Out 
of 369 elementary schools, 31 survived; of 
the 46 secondary schools, none remained; 
and out of the eight colleges, only four were 
spared. The aftermath of the great atrocities 
was that the survivors of the Genocide were 
dispersed throughout the world. 

In the wake of this international tragedy, 
through the vision and wisdom of a group 


of Armenian Evangelical Church Ministers 
and Lay Leaders, the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America (AMAA) was 
founded in Worcester, MA on June 7, 
1918, with the purpose "To strengthen the 
spiritual life of our Churches and to rebuild 
the ruined churches of the fatherland." 
Following AMAA’s example, represen- 
tatives of the four Armenian Evangelical 
Churches in Canada—Toronto, Cambridge 
and both churches of Montreal—met in the 
presence of AMAA’s Executive Director 
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AMAC Inaugural meeting held on May 29, 1982 in Toronto Church's old building on Glenforest Road 
in the presence of AMAA Executive Director Rev. Dr. Giragos Chopourian (sitting on the far right side). 


Rev. Dr. Giragos Chopourian and the Field 
Director Rev. Dr. Movses B. Janbazian on 
May 29, 1982, in Toronto, to establish a 
similar organization in Canada. During this 
first meeting, Rev. Yessayi Sarmazian served 
as Chair and Mr. Mihran Jizmejian as the 
Secretary. It was unanimously decided to ap- 
ply to the federal government for charitable 
status for the Association. The Armenian 
Missionary Association of Canada (AMAC) 
was established on March 17, 1984. The 
Canadian federal government issued the 
Charitable Association Status # 89062 4190 
RC0001 on September 7, 1984. 

The following were the founding mem- 
bers of the AMAC: Reverends Abraham 
Jizmejian, Ardashes Kerbabian, Hovhannes 
Agnerian, Yessayi Sarmazian, Jerair Biz- 
dikian, Ms. Alice Marandjian, Ms. Sonia 
Matossian, Dr. George Ajemian, Messrs. 
Anton Torunian, Karekin Sagherian, Papken 
Tountaian, Hagop Basmadjian, Souren Had- 
jian, Sarkis Hanenian, Mihran Jizmejian, 
Antibas Loussarian, Puzant Danaian and 
Hagop Kaakahjian. 

Dr. George Ajemian served as the first 
President of the Association from 1984- 
1991. The second President, Mr. Mihran 
Jizmejian, relocated AMAC’s headquarters 
from Montreal to Toronto in 1992. The 
Toronto church graciously allowed a room 
in the basement of the 28 Glenforest Road 
building to be used as an office until 1998, 
when the Church moved to its new building 
complex in the city of Markham, Ontario. 
During these six years, the office had a part- 
time secretary. 

In the last 38 years, the following 
individuals have served as Presidents: Mr. 
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Hagop Basmadjian, Rev. Mher Khatchigian, 
Mr. David Torunian, Mr. Ghevont Nalban- 
dian, Mr. Mihran Jizmejian and Mr. Raffi 
Shnorhokian. 

Mr. Antibas Loussarian, Ms. Sona 
Matossian, Mr. Nubar Doramadjian, Mr. 
Hagop Basmadjian, Mr. Jack Kafesdjian 
and Mr. Sarkis Marandjian have served as 
Treasurers. 

We praise God and thank all the Board 
members who have faithfully served the 
Association since 1984. The current Board 
members are the following: Mr. Raffi 
Shnorhokian (President), Mr. Mihran 
Jizmejian (Chairman), Mrs. Ruth Demirdjian 
Duench (Vice Chair), Ms. Seta Zorayan 
(Secretary), Mr. Jack Kafesdjian and Mr. 
Sarkis Marandjian (Treasurers), Rev. Georges 
Dabbo, Pastor Mardiros Eglenceyan, Mrs. 
Alice Hadjian, Mr. Edward Arabian, Mr. 
Harout Nercessian, Mr. Aris Kalemkerian, Mr. 
Sevag Melkonian and Mr. David Torunian. 

For more than 100 years in the United 
States and 35 years in Canada, the two 
Armenian Missionary Associations have 
continued to serve the physical and spiritual 
needs of our people. To fulfill this worldwide 
mission, AMAA and AMAC maintain a 
wide range of educational, relief, social 
service, evangelistic, church and childcare 
ministries in 24 countries around the world. 

The following are some of the ongoing 
projects of the Armenian Missionary 
Association of Canada. 


Child Sponsorship 

AMAC members and friends sponsor 
165 children in Armenia, Artsakh and 
Lebanon. The annual sponsorship fee of 


$300 covers all the basic needs of the 
child. Social workers visit the child and 
their families regularly throughout the year 
and provide them financial support, relief 
supplies, counseling and other services as 
needed. The children also benefit from free 
sports, arts and crafts classes, as well as 
Christmas and Easter gifts. 


Lebanon Relief Fund and 
Armenian Evangelical 
School in Anjar 

Lebanon is experi- 
encing a severe and 
prolonged economic 
depression. Prices are 
skyrocketing, while 
the Lebanese cur- 
rency keeps losing 
value. Poverty has 
risen sharply, and a 
very high percentage 
of the population are 
not able to provide the 
basic necessities to their 
families. The AMAC sent 
US$25,000 in 2021 to support 
the Armenian Evangelical School 
of Anjar, which is the only school in 
the Near East Diaspora that provides both 
residential care and education. In addition 
to this, US$15,000 was sent to support the 
needy families in the Armenian Evangelical 
community of Lebanon. 


Backpacks for Children in Artsakh 

The backpack project started with an 
idea, turned into a mission and ended up 
being a very successful project, thanks to 
the Armenian community of Montreal. 
Hundreds of families brought toys, school 
supplies and warm clothing to fill 1,100 
backpacks. Dozens of volunteers worked 
around the clock to sort the gifts, put them 
in backpacks, package them in cartons and 
fill up the container which was parked at the 
First Armenian Evangelical Church parking 
lot. Some people who were not able to buy 
gifts provided monetary donations, which 
allowed the organizing committee to make 
the purchases on their behalf. 

The backpacks arrived in Armenia and 
were distributed to the children and families 
of remote villages of Armenia and Artsakh 
including Kornidzor, Tegh, Karashen, 
Vorotan, Shurnukh and Bardzravan, putting 
much-needed smiles on their faces. 

In addition to the backpack project, the 
AMAC also sent two full containers of warm 


clothing and medical supplies from Toronto 
to Armenia and Arstakh following the war. 


Minibuses for Armenia 

Two Mercedes Sprinter minibuses were 
shipped from Toronto to Armenia in 2021, 
thanks to the generosity of Honorary Con- 
sul of the Republic of Armenia in Toronto, 
Armenian Canadian philanthropist, Mr. 
Varoujan Lapoyan, and Mr. Raffi Tok- 


located to Avedisian School 
in Yerevan and is already 
in use. The second one 
is being used by the 
AMAA social work- 
ers for transportation 
between Yerevan and 
other cities in Arme- 
nia and Artsakh. 


Askeran 
Kindergarten 

The kindergarten 
in Askeran was renamed 
the Mr. & Mrs. Yeprem and 
Zabel Basmadjian Kindergarten 
in loving memory of the parents of 
one of AMAC’s founding members and 
long-term serving Board member Hagop 
Basmadjian. The AMAC continues to 
finance the annual operating costs of this 
kindergarten. 


ouhie 
kis and Hay9' 
SZ 5 jian 


\ 
9% marand 
Fis shogh center 


NJ 


iN 
ui 


Ana 
i 


fi 
| 


Shogh Center 

The AMAA Vanadzor 
Shogh Center was named as 
the Sarkis and Haygouhie 
Marandjian Shogh Center. 
AMAA Armenia held a cer- 
emony to unveil a plaque as 
an expression of profound 
gratitude to the benefactors, 
Sarkis and Haygouhie Ma- 
randjian of Toronto, members 
and benefactors of the Arme- 
nian Missionary Association 
of Canada (AMAC). Sarkis 
Marandjian is also a Board 
member of the AMAC. 


Seminars in Montreal 

The Montreal chapter 
of the AMAC organized two 
fundraising seminars, with 
four sessions each. The first 
seminar was a parenting sem- 
inar, aimed at helping parents 
discover and understand the 
character of their children and learning 
the effective ways to help them succeed 
in life. The second seminar was to teach 
basic life skills to children ages 9-12. Both 
seminars were very successful, thanks to 
the great work of the program director, 
Salpi Nercessian. 

The above are only some of the 
programs that the AMAC has supported over 
the last few years. There are a 
lot more which you can read 
about at the www.amacnews. 
org website. 


Armenian Evangelical 
Day Celebrations 

It has been customary 
to celebrate the Armenian 
Evangelical Day, usually in 
July every year in and around 
Kingston Ontario, to facilitate 
the membership of our four 
founding member Churches 
in Canada, which are located 
in Montreal, Toronto and 
Cambridge to come together, 
for a one-day retreat of fun, 
fellowship and worship. 

The program of the day 
includes a regular worship 
service at 11 a.m., followed 
by lunch and AMAC’s Annual 
Meeting in the afternoon, 
where reports are read by the 


president and the financial report presented 
by the treasurer of the Association. 

A question-and-answer period follows 
the reports and the newly elected Board 
members are announced to all present. The 
Armenian Evangelical Day Celebration ends 
with a Communion Service officiated by the 
clergy present. 

Unfortunately, due to the pandemic 
we have been unable to organize the one- 
day retreats in 2019, 2020 and 2021. God 
willing, on July 16, 2022 we will have 
the Armenian Evangelical one-day retreat 
at Grace United Church in Gananoque, 
Ontario with joyful hearts praising God 
and celebrating 175 years of the Armenian 
Evangelical Movement and Church. 


Mihran Jizmejian 
A Pillar of the AMAC 


The AMAC would like to extend 
its appreciation to all its members and 
supporters, including the four Armenian 
Evangelical Churches of Canada and their 
congregations. Our mission cannot be 
carried forward without the faithfulness 
and dedication of the Canadians who stand 
behind the organization. 

We would like to highlight the con- 
tribution of one of the pillars of this orga- 
nization, Mihran Jizmejian. Mr. Jizmejian 
has been a founding member of AMAC 
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Mihran Jizmejian. 


since its inception in 1984. During the 
last 38 years, Mr. Jizmejian has been an 
inspirational leader of the AMAC who 
has devoted his time, energy, effort and 
finances to further the noble mission of the 
organization and ensure all programs are 
well-funded and supported. At present, he 
is only one of two founding members who 
has been actively involved in the Associa- 
tion in various roles: Chairman, President, 
Executive Director. Mr. Jizmejian is a 
very effective fundraiser who, beyond any 
doubt, has attracted more funds to AMAC 
than any other individual. 

Besides fundraising, Mr. Jizmejian 
has personally championed a number of 
important initiatives including: 

e "Manga Messia" children’s Bible in 
the style of Japanese Anime that readily 
appeals to all ages. Over three thousand 
copies of these Armenian-language Bibles 
were printed and distributed throughout 
Canada, the United States and abroad. 

e The "Heifer Project," which, in col- 
laboration with the "Heifer International" 
organization, donated one cow each to 
thirteen families in the Kishan village of 
Artsakh. The families can sell products 
made from the milk produced from the 
cows to support themselves. 

e The kindergarten in Askeran, Art- 
sakh, needed repairs to its building and 
grounds. Through funds raised by the ef- 
forts of Mr. Jizmejian, AMAC supported 
the asphalting of the school yard as well 
as fencing of the yard. AMAC continues 
to support the KG since that time. 

e Undoubtedly, Mr. Jizmejian’s legacy 
to the Armenian Evangelical community 
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AMAC Inaugural Banquet held in Montreal in September of 1984. L to R: Rev. Dr. 
Movses Janbazian, Rev. Yessayi Sarmazian, Rev. Jerair Bizdikian, Mihran Jizmejian, 
Dr. George Ajemian, Dr. George Bezirganian and Sonia Matossian. 


Cutting AMAC's 35" Anniversary cake in Toronto. L to R: Pastor Ara Balekjian, Rev. 
Krikor Garabedian, Rev. Yessayi Sarmazian, Mihran Jizmejian, Ontario Member 

of Parliament Aris Babikian, Honorary Consul of the Republic of Armenia Van 
Lapoyan, Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, Solicitor Robert Adourian and Armen Buchakjian. 


Cutting AMAC's 35" Anniversary cake in Montreal. L to R: Pastor Mardiros 
Eglenceyan, Adom Boudjikanian, Rev. Hovhannes Svadjian, Dr. Nazareth Darakjian 


and Rev. Georges Dabbo. 


in Canada is the "Evangelical Day Cel- 
ebrations," which brings together the four 
churches in Canada for a one-day retreat 
during the summer. 

While Mr. Jizmejian contemplates a 
well-deserved retirement, we are certain 
that he will continue to use his power of 
vision, fundraising talents, and connec- 
tions for the glory of God and the benefit 
of AMAC. Thank you, Mr. Jizmejian, for 
who you are and what you have done in 


the birth and life of the AMAC. You have 
been, and continue to be, a faithful servant 
of the Lord. & 


*Raffi Shnorhokian 
is the President of 


: AMAC. 
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Former AMAA Executive Director Andy Torigian officially launches the formation of the Armenian Missionary Association of Australia on Sunday, March 
11, 2001. Pictured L to R: Andy Torigian with several of the initial AMA-Australia Board members Lucy Aroyan, Lena Bomoushakian, Barkev Ishkhanian 
and Rev. Dr. Krikor Youmshajekian. 


The Armenian Missionary 
Association of Australia 


A Brief History 


By Rev. Dr. Krikor Youmshajekian* 


he Armenian Missionary Asso- 
ciation of Australia was created 
through God’s providence and 
the vision of the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America’s long-time 
Executive Director, the late Rev. Dr. Movses 
Janbazian. During his visit in August 1999 
to Australia, Rev. Janbazian suggested and 
encouraged us to establish a District Com- 
mittee of the Armenian Missionary As- 
sociation of Australia. The plan was to do 
preliminary work in 2000 and as a first step, 
to approach some members of the Armenian 


Evangelical Church of Sydney as potential 
candidates and appoint them as members of 
the first Board. 

As the preliminary deliberations were 
going on with the potential candidates and 
the registration of the Association as an In- 
corporation and Charity organization to op- 
erate in Australia, the unforeseen happened 

— the unexpected death of Rev. Janbazian in 
September 2000. But to realize his insight 
and vision, in March 2001, the AMAA’s 
Executive Director Mr. Andy Torigian was 
invited to Sydney to induct the following as 


members of the first Board: Mr. Hovhannes 
Soghomonian, Mr. Barkev Ishkhanian, Mr. 
Sevag Chelebian, Mrs. Lucy Aroyan, Mrs. 
Lena Bomoushakian, Miss Arpi Giragos- 
sian and Rev. Dr. Krikor Youmshajekian as 
President/CEO. 

Hence, the Armenian Missionary Asso- 
ciation of Australia’s first seven Board mem- 
bers and subsequently elected members, 
provided their participation and service and 
broadened the Association’s work, adopting 
projects and raising the needed funds to 
implement them. 
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From 2001-2021, the following people 
have served as Board members with various 
tenures: 

Mrs. Maggie Ishkhanian, Miss Asdghig 
Natarian, Mrs. Araxie Soghomonian, Mrs. 
Asdghig Manougian, Mrs. Sosi Paprou- 
mian, Mr. Yerachan Giragossian, Mr. Nero 
Aroyan, Mr. Vahe Tomassian, Mr. Apraham 
Ishkhanian, Mr. Thomas Tomassian, Dr. 
Mark Cholakyan and Mr. Vicken Keledjian. 

Current members are: Rev. Dr. Krikor 
Youmshajekian - President/CEO; Mr. Avo 
Soghomonian - Chairman (third term); Mr. 
Varant Bomoushakian - Secretary; Dr. Elias 
Kehdi - Treasurer; Mrs. Marie Soghomonian 
(second term) and Mr. Movses Injejikian 
(second term). 


AMA Australia Board members. L to R: Varant Bomoushakian, 
Vicken Soghomonian, Avo Soghomonian, Rev. Dr. Krikor 
Youmshajekian, Dr. Elias Kehdi and Movses Injejikian. 


Both the previous and current Board 
members provided their humble service to 
the far-reaching mission work of the Arme- 
nian Missionary Association of America, 
adding to a legacy of 82 years of mission- 
ary service which has since been extended 
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from the Middle East to include Armenia, 
Artsakh, Eastern Europe, as well as Eurasia 
and even reaching our shores in Australia. 

The budget of AMA Australia for the 
first year (2001) was only $12,360. In 2020 
our budget reached $191,600 and in 2018, 
the year when we celebrated the Centenary 
of the AMAA, our budget reached $300,825. 

Our service had humble beginnings, yet 
today with God’s blessing, it has reached a 
new milestone. 

By God’s grace and with the con- 
tinuous support of all those who extend 
a helping hand, be it members of the 
Armenian Evangelical Church of Sydney 
or members of the Armenian community 
and dear friends, we are glad to announce 
that as of June 2022 the 
total funds raised has 
surpassed $2,500,000 and 
continues to grow. This 
amount could seem to be 
small compared to funds 
that the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of 
America has raised in the 
past 100 years to support 
its mission. But it is still 
a substantial sum, consid- 
ering that all the work is 
done by volunteers, with 
no paid staff, no office and 
physical address. Hence the 
only expense being mailing 
expenses for the distribution of literature, 
which includes the AMAA NEWS and Our 
Daily Bread. The office of the Armenian 
Missionary Association of Australia is just 
a laptop computer. The current one being 
only the second laptop we ever had, which 
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THIS KINDERGARTEN WAS 

REFURBISHED/RENOVATED 
BY THE GENEROUS DONATION OF THE 
ARMENIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION 

OF AUSTRALIA, BEING PART OF THE 
CENTENARY CAMPAIGN. 
11 MAY 2019 
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was purchased with a government grant we 
received in 2021. 

Our ongoing support goes to the 
AMAA’s Sponsorship Program for the chil- 
dren of Armenia and Artsakh and students 
in Lebanon. This year the number of spon- 
sored children and students AMA Australia 
supports is 81. 

For our annual event, which is usually 
planned and realized each March, the As- 
sociation adopts a goal, and all the proceeds 
of that year are given to that purpose. For 
example, our beneficiaries have included: 
Emergency Support to Syria, Lebanon, Ar- 
menia and Artsakh, Shogh Centers in Arme- 
nia and Artsakh, children and youth summer 
camps, supporting poor and needy families, 
renovation of church and school properties, 
medical support, Syrian Armenian refugees 


The first group of students from Central High School of Ashrafieh 
(2016) receiving the Anthony Rozanski Scholarships with 

Rev. Dr. Krikor Youmshajekian on the left and Principal Maral 
Deyirmenjian on the right. 

Sending a truck full of emergency supplies to Armenia soon after 
the 1988 devastating earthquake. 


travel assistance, full tuition for those stu- 
dents who have been the first in their class 
at Central High School in Beirut from the 
proceeds of the Rozanski Fund, spiritual 
literature, natural disasters in Australia and 
elsewhere, local charity organizations, and 
scholarships for Armenian university stu- 
dents studying in Australia, and many more. 

It is worth mentioning our adopted 
border village of Choratan where we com- 
pletely renovated and decorated the school 
playground and improved the underground 
shelter in case of attacks from our neigh- 
bors. The renovation of the playground was 
completed, and the official opening was held 
in 2015 with a big turnout from residents 
of the village and official delegates from 
neighboring towns. 

After the 44-day war in Artsakh in 
2020, responding to the call from the Ar- 
menian Missionary Association of America 
to Empower Artsakh Family program, we 
have secured annual sponsorships for four 
families. One family is sponsored by St. 
Andrew’s Uniting Church, another one by 
a family from the Armenian community 
and another two families were sponsored 
by the Australians who visited Armenia and 
Artsakh in 2019 through the trip organized 
by St. Andrew’s Uniting Church. This was 
the third trip, which included five ministers 
from the Uniting Church, among them the 
Uniting Church Australia President and the 
Uniting Church Australia NSW and ACT 
Moderator, who organized the opening of 
two refurbished kindergartens in Artsakh. 

In 2016-2021, our annual budget was 
large, $180,000, $152,000, $310,000, 
$150,000, $172,000 and $194,500 respec- 
tively, enabling us to adopt substantial 
projects. 

In 2018, almost all the $300,000 raised 
was allocated to the renovation and refur- 
bishment of kindergartens in Artsakh — the 
Baghdigian Kindergarten in Stepanakert and 
the Movses Janbazian Kindergarten in Mar- 
takert as well as hosting a record-breaking 
18 guests from different parts of the world, 
who were invited to participate in the Cen- 
tenary celebrations here in Sydney. 

In 2019-2020, with the support of a few 
friends from the Armenian community and 
the AMA-Australia and AMAA, we were 
able to respond to the request of His Holiness 
Aram I Catholicos of the Holy See of Cilicia, 
to give the opportunity of higher education 
for the Mother Church celibate priest Father 
Ardag, at Charles Sturt University to study 
a Master in Theology in Australia. We cov- 


ered all the costs, 
which were well 
over $100,000. We 
are glad to report 
that Father Ardag 
completed his study 
at the end of 2020 
receiving his Mas- 
ter’s degree with 
high distinction. 
Currently he is 
serving in the East- 
em Diocese of the 
United States. 

It is impossible 
to present here a 
long list of invited 
guests who visited 
Australia and the 
hundreds of proj- 
ects we have com- 
pleted, but let’s just | 
mention a few: 

AMAA Cen- 
tenary Celebra- 
tions were held in 
Australia in March 
2018 under the aus- 
pices of the then 
Chief Minister and 
currently the Presi- 
dent of the Repub- 
lic of Artsakh and 
our dear friend Mr. 
Arayik Harutyun- 
yan. Other overseas 
guests were AMAA 
President Drs. Naz- 
areth and Ani Dara- 
kjian, AMAA Exec- 
utive Director/CEO 
Zaven and Sona 
Khanjian, Modera- 
tor of Union of the 
Armenian Evan- 
gelical Churches in 
North America Rev. 
Berdj Djambazian, 
President of the Ar- 
menian Protestant 
Churches in Syria 
Rev. Dr. Haroutune 
Selimian, ministers 
from Armenia, France, representatives of 
the Union of the Armenian Evangelical 
churches in the Near East and family mem- 
bers of Rev. Dr. Movses Janbazian. During 
the celebrations, Rev. Dr. Janbazian was 
honored for the active role he played in the 


Artsakh President Arayik Harutyunyan (then State Minister) guest 
of honor at AMAA's 100" Anniversary celebrations down under. 


AMAA Representatives and guests cutting the AMAA's 100" 
Anniversary celebratory cake: L to R: Rev. Jacques Tchoghandjian 
(France), Rev. Dr. René Léonian (Eurasia), Artsakh President Arayik 
Harutyunyan, Rev. Dr. Krikor Youmshajekian (Australia), Rev. Dr. 
Haroutune Selimian (Syria), Rev. Berdj Djambazian (USA), Dr. 
Nazareth Darakjian (AMAA President), Zaven Khanjian (AMAA 
Executive Director/CEO) and Rev. Gevorg Gasparian (Armenia). 


AMA Australia Board and AMAA's 100" Anniversary Celebrations 
Organizing Committee members with overseas guests. 


preliminary work done before the establish- 
ment of AMA Australia. On that occasion 
we received a Pontifical Gontag from His 
Holiness Catholicos Aram I honoring Rev. 
Janbazian, as well as a special message 
from the Janbazian family in Canada. 
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Top row: Asdghig Natarian, Maggie and her late husband Barkev Ishkhanian. 
Bottom row: Hovhannes and Azadouhie Soghomonian and Lena Bomoushakian. 


In addition to the 100" Anniversary 
guests, during the years we have hosted 
other special guests including AMAA’s 
Executive Director/CEO Mr. and Mrs. 
Zaven and Sona Khanjian (2016 on the 
occasion of our 15" Anniversary), the 
President of the Armenian Protestant 
Churches in Syria Rev. Dr. Haroutune 
Selimian, AMAA Representative in 
Armenia Mr. Harout Nercessian, Mrs. 
Rakel Dink, widow of Hrant Dink, to 
commemorate the 10" Anniversary of his 
death in 2017, Rev. and Mrs. Nerses and 
Sevan Balabanian, Rev. and Mrs. René and 
Sylvie Léonian, the Little Virtuosos from 
Armenia and Nor Yerk and many others. 

As we celebrate our 20" Anniversary, we 
would like to express our great appreciation 
for the following people who served the 
AMA Australia Board with great dedication 
and commitment: 

e Mr.and Mrs. Hovhannes and Azadou- 
hie Soghomonian and their family, for their 
continuous support over twenty years. Mr. 
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Soghomonian was one of the founding 
members, who served many years as Board 
member and made financial contributions 
during the years for all our projects. After 
serving two terms, Mr. Soghomonian did 
not put his candidacy for re-election to give 
the chance for his sons to serve as Board 
members. 

e Mrs. Maggie Ishkhanian and her be- 
loved late husband Mr. Barkev Ishkhanian 
and the family, for their continuous support 
over the years, particularly in the AMAA’s 
Child Sponsorship and Child Education 
programs. Barkev tragically passed away 
in 2005 during his second term as Board 
member, leaving behind a legacy to sponsor 
needy children and students. The family, 
keeping the legacy and believing in the mis- 
sion of the AMAA, established the Barkev 
Ishkhanian Memorial Fund to sponsor 
students in Lebanon from the proceeds of 
the Fund. Currently, the Ishkhanian fam- 
ily sponsors 20 out of the total 81 children 
sponsored by Australia. 


e Miss Asdghig Natarian, 
for her many generous dona- 
tions during the years, but to 
mention two: 

a) The refurbishment of the 
Central High School’s Labora- 
tory and the School Memorial 
Hall in Beirut. 

b) Establishing the Anthony 
Rozanski Fund of $500,000. 
The earnings of the Fund are 
earmarked to provide full 
scholarships to seven students 
at Central High School, who 
top their class in grades 6-11. 
This is the seventh year that the 
Fund has awarded scholarships 
to the students. 

e Mrs. Lena Bomousha- 
kian and her family, not only 
for their continuous support 
and donations, but for Lena’s 
faithful service and dedication 
as a long-standing Board mem- 
ber since the establishment of 
the Association in Australia 
20 years ago. Lena is the only 
Board member who has served 
from 2001-2021 without a 
break. 

To conclude this report, we 
express our thanks and grati- 
tude to the members of the 
Armenian Evangelical Church of Sydney 
for their support and for being partners in 
our mission. 

We appreciate the dedication of the Arme- 
nian Missionary Association of Australia’s 
faithful and committed servants, encourag- 
ers, and financial supporters, most of them 
being from the Australian Armenian Com- 
munity at large, and from non-evangelical 
denominations. Our supporters, seeing the 
good intentions of the AMAA and trusting 
in the good work done and service provided, 
gladly support our mission and programs. 

Thanks to all our supporters and friends. 
Without their participation and financial 
assistance, it would have been impossible 
to achieve all we had achieved in the last 
twenty years for the glory of God. 


* Rev. Dr. Krikor 
Youmshajekian is 
the President/CEO 
of AMA Australia. 


Compiled by Rev. Dr. Krikor Youmshajekian* 


"Crowns and thrones may perish, 
Kingdoms rise and wane, 

But the Church of Jesus 
Constant will remain. 

Gates of hell can never 

‘Gainst that Church prevail; 
We have Christ's own promise, 
And that cannot fail. 

Onward, Christian soldiers, 
Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus 

Going on before." 


Ba a 


Armenian Evangelical Uniting Church of Sydney. 


The year 2021 was special, in the sense 
that it not only marked the 20th Anniver- 
sary of the establishment of the Armenian 
Missionary Association of Australia, but 
also marked the 55th Anniversary of the 
Armenian Evangelical Church of Sydney, 
the 25th Anniversary of the inauguration 
of the new church sanctuary, the church’s 
membership with the Union of Armenian 
Evangelical Churches of the Near East, and 
finally, the 175th Anniversary of the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Church. 

We give thanks to God for the delivery 
of the God-pleasing service and programs 
during the past 55 years. 

The story of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church in Sydney is one of an uphill struggle, 
dealt with determination and perseverance. 
Like it is with other denominations and 
religious bodies, a group of newly migrated 
evangelical minded believers, wished to 
establish our church and see it flourish in 
this part of the world. However, this was 
not something that could be achieved 
easily. Back in the mid-1960s, neither the 
number nor the means were there. With 
a handful of new settlers who could barely 
fend for themselves, it was fighting against 
heavy odds. One thing they were absolutely 
sure of, though, is that God would listen to 
their prayers, and that Jesus would lead 
the way, no matter how rocky or bumpy it 
could prove. 

In the formation and organization of 
the Armenian Evangelical Church of Syd- 
ney, the AMAA and the Uniting Church of 
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Rev. Hagop Sarkissian, Pastor of Sydney Church. 


Australia had played an important role. 
But the spiritual service had commenced 
with the dedication of tireless efforts and 
endeavours of individuals. 

This long and winding road took 
shape and form in 1966. Brother Khatchig 
Khatchigian started the first Armenian 
Evangelical Church on May 12, 1966, almost 
single-handedly, using the premises of the 
Congregational Church in Naremburn. 

In 1973, Rev. Bernard Geukgeuzian, 
representing the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America, flew to Sydney 
on a fact-finding mission. He did not take 
long to conclude, as proposed by certain 
members of the congregation, that it was 
in the church’s interest and longevity to 
become a member of the Congregational 
Union and later to the Uniting Church in 
Australia in 1977. Hence, on October 24, 
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1973, during the annual meeting of the 
Congregational Churches, the Armenian 
Evangelical fellowship received recognition 
as the Armenian Evangelical First Church 
and the above-mentioned church building 
in the suburb of Naremburn was given free 
of charge to be used for the sole purpose 
of the church services. The only condition 
was to be amember of the Congregational 
Union. 

In 1974, Brother Khatchig resigned and 
brothers Arto and Hagop Kouyoujians, as 
well as theology student Mihran Kupeyan, 
temporarily offered their services. In 1975, 
the Armenian Evangelical Church in Sydney 
had its first ordained minister. A graduate of 
the Near East School of Theology in Beirut, 
Lebanon, Rev. Hovhannes Kevrekian came 
and served until 1979. 

In 1977, the Presbyterian, Methodist 
and Congregational churches came together 
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to form the Uniting Church of Australia. So, 
naturally the Armenian Evangelical Church 
went under the umbrella of the UCA. 

Following the resignation of Rev. Kev- 
rekian, again the Church faced a challenging 
time to provide the service needed. But by 
God’s grace, the Church once again had its 
spiritual leader in the person of Nazarene 
minister, Rev. Avedis Philibossian, who not 
only volunteered to organize the smooth- 
running of the Church, but also paved the 
way to other activities and offshoots such 
as Sunday School and Badaniats (Christian 
teenagers). 

In 1985, the Armenian Evangelical 
Church moved from Naremburn to its cur- 
rent address in Willoughby, following a 
generous offer made by the Uniting Church 
in Australia. Permission was granted to put 
the timber-built church building and its 
adjacent brick hall to good use. 

In 1986, Rev. Phili- 
bossian resigned and 
the Church once again 
suffered the absence 
of a resident minister 
until the arrival of Rev. 
Dr. Hovhannes Karjian 
from the Middle East 
in 1988. During the lull, 
pastors and brothers 
from other churches, 
Arto and Hagop Kouy- 
oujians and Baghdasar 
Kalenderian, offered 
their services to keep 
the Church doors open. 


fa 


50" Anniversary Worship Service of the Armenian Evangelical Uniting Church of Sydney. 
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Rev. Karjian’s ministries were many 
and varied in both the enrichment of the 
congregation's soul and the day-to-day 
running of our church. Also, the desire to 
have a new, brick-built building with Arme- 
nian motifs was mostly a concept of his, 
which he set out to organize with fervour. 
It wasn’t until 1996, though, that this house 
of worship was constructed. By then, of 
course, the Armenian Evangelical Church 
had welcomed three more ministers. Rev. 
Avedis Hassesian’s (from the United States) 
pastoral duties extended from 1991 to 1993. 
It was during his time the church applied 
for membership to the Union of Armenian 
Evangelical Churches of the Near East. Time 
has proven how constructive and beneficial 
this has been to the identity and reinforce- 
ment of our church. 

Rev. Dr. Krikor Youmshajekian arrived 
in Sydney (from Lebanon) in 1993 and 
was inducted on November 21, 1993. Rev. 
Youmshajekian has been the longest serving 
pastor in the history of the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Church in Australia. His ministry was 
characterized by his administrative abilities, 
teaching and preaching. He organized the 
40th Anniversary of the Church. With his 
involvement in the Armenian Community, 
he established friendships and has been 
recognized as one of the community lead- 
ers. Also, with his active involvement in the 
Uniting Church, he has established links with 
UCA church leaders and has been and still 
is in the cross-cultural ministry of the UCA. 
During his ministry and tireless efforts, the 
foundation stone was put, the building of 
the New Church Sanctuary was built and in- 
augurated and dedicated on November 10, 
1996 in the name of the Prime Minister of 
Australia John Howard. Rev. Youmshajekian 
was instrumental, along with a handful of 
young members, in building the Minister’s 
Residence and almost fully rebuilding the 
hall. The building was named the Avedis 
Soghomonian Hall and was officially opened 
on February 9, 2003. Both the New Church 
Sanctuary and the adjacent Hall projects 
were remarkable achievements. It is also 
worth mentioning that during years of min- 
istry, the Church organized a series of func- 
tions and activities, several of which such 
as The Little Virtuosos and Nor Yerk musical 
bands’ musical concerts, memorable Holy 
Land Tour in 2000 and Historical Armenian 
Tour in 2006, were highly appreciated by 
the community at large. 

After serving 17 years, Rev. Dr. Krikor 
Youmshajekian moved to another place- 


ment within the Uniting Church, as a rec- 
ognized Minister of the Word. Currently he 
serves in the St. Andrew’s Uniting Church. 

On October 27, 2010 Rev. Hagop Sarkis- 
sian arrived from Beirut and was inducted 
on December 19, to provide his services 
and continues to do so. His ministry is char- 
acterized by providing spiritual leadership, 
preaching and teaching. Rev. Sarkissian’s 
ministry included welcoming newcom- 
ers and Syrian Armenian refugees since 
the beginning of the Syrian crisis in 2011. 
He has been instrumental in welcoming 
and encouraging them to become active 
members in the Church. During his ministry 
he organized the 50th Anniversary of the 
Church and presided over two major pre- 
sentations. On October 18, 2014, a musical 
concert titled "An Armenian Journey," was 
dedicated to the 100th Anniversary of the 
Genocide and performed by well-known 
artist and opera mezzo soprano singer and 
church member Miss Natalie Aroyan. And, 
on March 12, 2016, a theatrical presenta- 
tion titled "You want to Live?" with young 
and old members of the church. On October 
8, 2017, the inauguration and unveiling of 
a Khatchkar specially made and delivered 
from Armenia took place. Rev. Sarkissian 
led a second Holy Land Tour in 2019 for the 
members of the Church. He continues his 
faithful service in the Church. 


We also cannot forget the many distin- 
guished guests and speakers we’ve had from 
different parts of the world who have shared 
God’s word and blessings with us on different 
occasions. Guests who have visited us upon 
the Church's invitation over the years are: 
Dr. Kenel Tourian, Rev. Hovhannes Karjian, 
Rev. Megrditch Karagoezian, Representatives 
of the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America, which included Andy and Rose 
Torigian, Albert and Esther Momjian, Joyce 
and Joe Stein, Rev. Mgrdich Melkonian, Rev. 
Dr. Movses Janbazian, His Holiness Karekin 
the First Catholicos of all Armenians, Rev. Dr. 
Kenneth Bailey, Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian, 
Rev. Nerses Balabanian, Rev. L. Nishan Baka- 
lian, His Beatitude Hovhannes Bedros XVIII 
Kasparian Armenian Catholic Patriarch, Poet 
Jacques Hagopian, Rev. Yessayi Sarmazian 
and Rev. Kirkor Agabaloglu. And during Rev. 
Sarkissian’s ministry: Zaven Khanjian, Rev. 
Calvin Sagherian, John Sagherian, Rev. Dr. 
Paul Haidostian and Rev. Yessayi Sarmazian 
(for the second time). We feel privileged to 
have had the opportunity to meet with them. 
All glories go to Him. 

We express our gratitude to each and 
every person, whether clergy or otherwise, 
who has, since the foundation of the Church, 
assisted in its growth and expansion. Their 
endeavors and input are appreciated. May 
the Lord bless them all. 
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Khatchkar in memory of the one and a half 
million Armenians who perished during the 1915 
Armenian Genocide placed at the courtyard of 
Sydney Church by the Purzekian family. 
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Around the Globe 
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By Rev. René Léonian, Ph.D.* 


Union of the 
Armenian Evangelical 


Churches in Eurasia 
History at a Glance 


n 1994, Rev. René Léonian, 
the newly appointed Armenia 
Representative of the Arme- 
nian Missionary Association 
of America (AMAA), the Ar- 
menian Evangelical World Council 
(AEWC) and the French organization 
"Hope for Armenia," began to estab- 
lish extensive ties with the Armenian 
Evangelical Churches of Georgia and 
Russia. After several visits to the 
mentioned countries, the relations 
gradually expanded and deepened. 
A year later at the General Assembly 


of Pastors in Yerevan, which was 
convened on August 21, 1995, Rev. 
Léonian was elected President of 
the newly formed Union of Arme- 
nian Evangelical Churches of Eurasia 
(UAECE). 

On August 23, 1995, the UAECE 
addressed the President of the AEWC, 
Rev. Hovhannes Karjian, requesting a 
discussion of the membership of the 
UAECE in the AEWC at the forthcom- 
ing meeting of the Council. In October 
of the same year, the UAECE became 
a member of the AEWC. 


Pastors and Christian Education workers of the Armenian Evangelical Churches of Eurasia. L to R: Preacher 
Armen Ghukasyan (Armavir/Krasnodar), Rev. Masis Akopyan (Moscow), Arman Badalyan (Moscow), Gurgen 
Poghosyan (St. Petersburg), Merujan Saharyan (Akhalkalak), Rev. Dr. René Léonian (President UAECE),Rev. Valeri 
Zakarian (Akhalkalak), Virap Hakopyan (Sochi), Rev. Sasun Karakhanian (Sochi and Sukhumi/Abkhazia), Rev. 
Karen Khachatryan (Tbilisi). 
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The Goal of the Union 

1. To conduct research to determine the 
number of Armenian Evangelical families 
and attendees of Armenian Evangelical 
Churches in Eastern Europe and former 
Soviet Union countries. Contribute to their 
spiritual and material well-being and the 
satisfaction of their needs. Assist these 
communities with spiritual literature if 
needed. Organize the visits of the pastors of 
the Armenian Evangelical Churches to the 
Armenian Evangelical families in the given 
areas, aS well as to create means for their 
spiritual work in the given areas, if neces- 
sary. To help them establish and develop 
ties with the Motherland. Organize spiritual 
and cultural events in cooperation with the 
Armenian Apostolic Church in order to 
promote spiritual awakening. 

2. To create favorable conditions for 
the member churches and organizations, as 
members of the same confessional family, to 
promote Christian communication, coopera- 
tion and mutual assistance. 

3. To provide means for member 
churches to train pastors, preachers, and 
leaders in Scriptures, theology, and Arme- 
nian national education. 

4. To develop fraternal and practical 
close ties with the Armenian Apostolic 
Church, the Mother See of Holy Etchmi- 
adzin, as well as with other churches in 
favor of the Armenian ecclesiastical-national 
unity. 

The highest body of the UAECE is the 
Conference of the Union, which convenes 
once a year. It consists of the ordained pas- 
tors of the member churches of the Union, 
church delegates, and representatives of its 
organizations. 


The UAECE was established on the 
initiative and the vision of Rev. Dr. René 
Léonian, and the Executive Director of the 
AMAA Rev. Dr. Movses Janbazian (1987- 
2000). 


The Areas of the Main Service of the 
UAECE are: 


MOSCOW, RUSSIA 


The Armenian Evangelical Church in 
Moscow has been operating since 1993. 
Reverend Vahan Frangyan was the Pastor. 
Meanwhile, Bible study groups were formed 
in Moscow with the support of the AMAA 
and with the participation of Armenian refu- 
gees from Azerbaijan and Armenia. 

In 2009, The Armenian Christian 
Evangelical Church of Moscow (ACECM), 
founded on May 5, 2002, joined the local 
Armenian Evangelical Church. The ACECM 
was founded by the guidance of the Lord, 
with the vision of Karpis Topchyan, Arman 
Badalyan and Masis Hakobyan. 

Masis Hakobyan was officially or- 
dained as Pastor of ACECM in 2009. Rev. 
Hakobyan was born on October 6, 1978, 
in Shahumyanovsk village of Shahumyan 
region in Karabakh. He graduated from the 
TCMI International Christian Institute in 
Austria with a Master's Degree in Practi- 
cal Service. 

In addition to Sunday services at the 
central church, weekly house-to-house ser- 
vices are held in four different districts of 
Moscow. The Armenian Evangelical Church 
in Moscow has recently established regular 
church services in the cities of Narofominsk, 


Armenian Evangelical Church of Moscow, Russia. 


Tardon, Ryazan, Lipetsk and Kursk in the 
region. 


SOCHI, RUSSIA 

The Armenian Evangelical Church in 
Sochi began to form in 1994. Before that, 
the local Armenians attended the Russian 
Evangelical Church, the Pastor of which was 
Rev. Ivan Chekhunov. Some time later, with 
the Pastor’s encouragement, the Armenians 
attending the Church formed a group, led by 
Sasun Karakhanyan, that began to have wor- 
ship services in Armenian. Later in March 
1997, the group was officially recognized as 
a separate church. In the same year, Sasun 
Karakhanyan was ordained the Pastor of 
the Church. 

Today the Church has 50 members and 
supporters and the present Pastor is Rev. 
Sasun Karakhanyan. Services are held in 
the church every Sunday. Church members 
visit evangelical groups based in the villages 
of Vasilyevsa, Kruevo-Armyamsky. Two 
people from Sochi graduated from the 
Evangelical Theological Academy of 
Armenia. 

The Armenian Evangelical Church in 
Sochi has expanded its service to Khosda, 
Adler, Volkonka, Lazarsk and other districts. 


ARMAVIR, RUSSIA 


The Armenian Evangelical Church 
in Armavir is relatively young, its history 
began in December of 2015, when the Presi- 
dent of the Union of Armenian Evangelical 
Churches of Eurasia Rev. Dr. René Léonian, 
and the Pastor of Sochi Rev. Sasun Karakh- 
anyan visited Armavir. They met with local 


Armenian and Russian believers. As a result 
of the meetings, services started in homes 
under the leadership of the Pastor Armen 
Ghukasyan. 

In November 2019, weekly services 
began. Home group services and visits 
continue. 


ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIA 


The group of Armenian believers in 
St. Petersburg was formed after 3 years of 
evangelism, visits and prayers, through the 
efforts of Gurgen Poghosyan, an evangelist 
who moved from Armenia to St. Petersburg. 

In 2016, a decisive visit was paid by the 
President of the Union of Armenian Evan- 
gelical Churches of Eurasia Rev. Dr. René 
Léonian, and two pastors of the Union Rev. 
Sasun Karakhanyan and Rev. Masis Hako- 
byan. This visit formed the small church and 
gave it the confidence to proceed. And the 
membership in the Eurasian Union, which 
took place in 2019, after a year of having 
observer status, it further strengthened that 
trust. 

The Armenian Evangelical Church of 
St. Petersburg has 25 members and the Pas- 
tor is the Rev. Gurgen Poghosyan. 


SUKHUMI, ABKHAZIA 


There were Armenian Evangelicals 
in Sukhumi even before the 1917 revolu- 
tion. The Armenian Evangelical Church 
was founded here in 1960 by the efforts 
of 17 believers. The first Pastor was Rev. 
Ghevond Nalbandyan. He was succeeded 
by Rev. Onik Konolyan, then Rev. Mihran 
Torosyan. Since 2018, church services and 


Armenian Evangelical Church of Sochi, Russia. 
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other ministries are coordinated by the vis- 
iting pastor, and the Pastor of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church in Sochi, Rev. Sasun 
Karakhanyan. 


TBILISI, GEORGIA 

The Armenian Evangelical Church in 
Tbilisi was founded in the early 1880s. The 
first Pastor was Rev. Abraham Amirkhanyan 
and he conducted services in Armenian, 
Russian and German, as needed. Rev. 
Amirkhanyan preached the Gospel in 
Shushi, Baku, Shamakh and other regions. 
Famous authors such as Grigor Artsruni and 
Raffi praised the spiritual service of Rev. 
Amirkhanyan. After Rev. Amirkhanyan 
passed away in 1913, the Pastors of the Church 
respectively were Margar Ter-Asaduryan, 
Nerses Harutyunyan, Swedish L. Larton, 
Hovsep Khanoyan, Dr. Usher, Martiros Ter- 
Sahakyan, Hovhannes Margaryan, Tigran 
Apaghyan, Hovsep Zakaryan, Asir Asiryan, 
Asatur Harutyunyan, Suren Harutyunyan, 
Mkrtich Khachaturyan and Alexander 
Minasyan. 

Today, Rev. Karen Khachaturyan is the 
Pastor of the Armenian Evangelical Church 
in Tbilisi. He began his service in 1997 in 
the camps organized by the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America as a leader, 
and Assistant Pastor to Rev. Alexander 
Minasyan. 

Camps were organized in the Pasanaur 
and Kojor districts. 

In addition to his service in the church 
between 1999-2005, Karen Khachatryan 
graduated from the Evangelical Theological 
Academy of Armenia. 


Armenian Evangelical Church of Tbilisi, Georgia. 


AMAA News - APRIL + MAY « JUNE 2022 


Trainings were held for church ser- 
vants under the leadership of Rev. Vigen 
Galustyan from the USA. He also facilitated 
a charity canteen between 2000 and 2007, 
benefitting 60 people. 

In 2006, Karen Khachaturyan was 
ordained a pastor of the Armenian Evangeli- 
cal Church in Tbilisi, through the efforts of 
whom visits to different regions of Georgia 
are organized, worship services are held, and 
spiritual literature is distributed. 


JAVAKHK REGION 


Gumburdo 

The Gumburdo Church was founded in 
1990 by a group of 4-6 people on the initia- 
tive of Valeri Zakaryan. The first baptism 
took place on July 24, 1992, and 22 people 
were baptized. 


Akhalkalak 

The first small gathering took place in 
1995. Until 2004, believers worshiped in 
a rented apartment. In 2004, with the help 
of the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America, an office was opened, in a space 
provided to the Armenian Evangelical 
Church for worship and general services. 


Sulda 


Early in the year 2000, a small group 
of evangelicals was formed in the village 
of Sulda. By the end of the year, 10 people 
had already been baptized there. Currently 
there is worship, visits, Bible studies, and the 
"Good Samaritan" program is distributing 
aid to the lower grades at the school. 


Akhaltsikhe 

The Akhaltsikhe Church was founded 
in 1990 with the help of the Armenian Evan- 
gelical brothers of Tbilisi. Ten people were 
baptized between 1990 and 1992. There are 
Sunday services at church, visitations, a Sun- 
day school, Bible studies, outdoor summer 
camps, hot meals are given to some of the 
elderly, and the "Good Samaritan" program 
distributes aid to school and kindergarten 
children. 

The Pastor of the churches of the regions 
of Javakhk (the regional center of Akhalka- 
laki, the neighboring villages of Akhaltsikhe, 
Gumburdo and Sulda) is Rev. Valeri Za- 
karyan. In 1992 he was ordained as a deacon, 
and then as a pastor in 1996. He studied at 
the Tbilisi Theological Seminary and is as- 
sisted by three preachers: Kamo Mghdesyan, 
Meruzhan Saharyan and Sasun Margaryan. 


The following is a general description of 
the services of the Armenian Evangelical 
Churches of Eurasia 


WORSHIP 


Sunday services are held in all the 
Union churches. Believers of the Armenian 
Evangelical Churches actively participate 
in worship. They read the Bible, pray, sing 
songs, hymns, share their personal Christian 
testimony, and listen to meditations and 
sermons. 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


The Union churches highly appreci- 
ate the role of Christian Education in the 


ey 


oy 


Armenian Evangelical Church of Akhalkalak in Javakhk Region. 


upbringing of the younger generation and 
adults. They strive so all the believers re- 
ceiving this education will grow in all walks 
of life (intellectual, social and caring), and 
become worthy children of our nation. For 
this purpose, Bible studies are organized for 
all age groups: teenagers, young adults and 
married couples. These studies help gain 
true Christian knowledge and appreciate 
the recognition and application of Christian 
values in the life of the individual. 


SUMMER CAMPS 


Children enjoy recreation, eat healthy 
food and make new friends. Hundreds of 
children participate in camps every year. 


CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 
CELEBRATIONS 


Every year at Christmas and the New 
Year, festive activities are organized in 
the above-mentioned churches, with the 
participation of children. During the holi- 
days, the birth of Jesus is celebrated with 
joy. His birth continues to unite humanity 
around the noble concepts of divine love, 
peace, honesty and justice. Gifts are distrib- 
uted to children everywhere. Churches are 
gradually expanding their areas of service 
and content. 


APPENDIX 


e Since the 1990s, the Armenian Mission- 
ary Association of America has always 
focused on supporting Eurasian Union 
programs. 


Children at Sochi Church. 
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AMAA Center in Akhalkalak (Javakhk Region). 


e The Eurasian Union and the Union of 
Evangelical Churches of Armenia jointly 
established the Evangelical Theological 
Academy of Armenia in 1997. 


e = The Eurasian Union organizes an annual 
conference for pastors and lay leaders in 
either Russia or Georgia. 


e With the help of the UAECA and the 
AMAA, the Union's pastors regularly 
participate in inter-church meetings and 
international youth camps in Armenia 
and elsewhere. 


e On May 25, 2019, on the occasion of 
the 100" Anniversary of the Armenian 


Missionary Association of America, a 
concert-event organized by the Eurasian 
Union was held in Moscow attended by 
AMAA Executive Director/CEO Zaven 
Khanjian and his wife Sona. & 


* Rev. Dr. 

René Léonian 

is the President 

of the Union of 

the Armenian 
Evangelical 
Churches in Eurasia. 
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Children at St. Petersburg Church. 
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Witnessing 


— 


Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 


Biblical Guidelines to Follow Mark 16:15 


By Mihran Jizemjian* 


praise God, glorify His name, and respectfully remember our founding fathers and mothers, 37 men and three 

omen on the 175th Anniversary of the Armenian Evangelical Movement and Establishment of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church. Against all odds, facing various difficulties, persecutions and even death, they courageously 
lit up the torch of Evangelicalism among our people on July 1, 1846. 

After the Armenian Genocide of 1915, the Armenian Evangelical Church lost many of its churches, schools, ministers 
and lay leaders. However, through the vision and wisdom of a group of Armenian Evangelical Ministers and Lay Leaders, the 
Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) was founded on June 7, 1918 in Worcester, MA and on March 7, 1984, 
the Armenian Missionary Association of Canada (AMAC), the Canadian arm of the Association, was founded in Toronto. The 
purpose of the AMAA’s founding was "To strengthen the spiritual life of our churches and to rebuild the ruined churches 
of the fatherland." 

The Biblical admonition to instruct the children early in their lives "Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is 
old, he will not turn from it" Proverbs 22:6 has been one of the key principles that our Christian parents have been obedient to. 
And what a difference it has made in our lives. I personally feel blessed and praise God for having such God-fearing parents, who 
have been great assets and role models for me. I owe a great deal to their ceaseless prayers and exemplary lives and guidance. 

Worship, Social Services, Missions and Evangelism have been at the forefront of our activities during the 175-year history 
of our churches, as well as of the AMAA and AMAC. Let us continue to be faithful to our upbringing and shining brightly our 
lights, obey the Great Commission given by Jesus our Lord, "To go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely, I am with you always to the very end of the age." Matthew 28:19-20. 

Another area we should be willing to cultivate in our lives as followers of Jesus, is to be merciful and ready to lend a helping 
hand to the needy and the oppressed. During these difficult times when the cost of living is so high and has almost hit the roof, 
and many of our brothers and sisters do not have enough to take care of their family’s everyday needs, let us be more loving 
and willing to share generously from what our merciful God has abundantly given us, literally following these guidelines from 
the Bible. 

"A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his food with the poor." "Do not exploit the poor because they 
are poor and do not crush the needy in court, for the Lord will take up their case and will plunder those who plunder them." 
Proverbs 22: 9, 22-23. 

"Suppose someone has enough to live and sees a brother or a sister in need but does not help. Then God’s love is not 
living in that person. My children, we should love people not only with words and talk, but by our actions and true caring." 
lJohn 3:17-18. 

God’s word is crystal clear; it encourages and puts upon us the responsibility to do our best in alleviating the pain and 
suffering around us. 

Let us all pledge to continue our services wherever the needs are and share the ( * Mihran Jizmejian 
Gospel of Good News with our words and exemplary lives to all. Our daily prayer ) 
must be: "Help us O Lord to be worthy of our Christian callings." 

"Praise the Lord O my soul; All my inmost being, praise His Holy Name." 
Psalm 100:1 


is the current Chair 
and immediate Past 
President of AMAC. 
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By Dr. Yervant H. Kassouny* 


Clear-thinking Family Members on 
the Homeland’s Soil 


n coming face-to-face with the 175" 
Anniversary of the formation of the 
Armenian Evangelical Church* the 
first thing demanded of the Armenian 
Evangelical individual is to engage in a seri- 
ously considered self-critique in the light of 
the evolution of that church’s history. Taking 
the 100" Anniversary as a starting point, today 
one must ask, 75 years on, "Where were we 
then? Where are we now?" This accounting 
must be done with the precise scrutiny used 
by one struggling to close the year’s busi- 
ness accounts down to the very last penny. 

The starting point of this seriously 
considered self-critique begins with an 
awareness of owning the true meaning and 
heritage contained in the word "Armenian" 
(Hayasdanyaits). 

When, after a three-decade delay, the 
Armenian Evangelical Church formulates 
its return to the Homeland, it must there- 
fore be faithful to its obligation to fully 
commit to being rightful family members. 
But first a clarification: an Armenian Evan- 
gelical individual who is a true member of 
this household must not be limited to his 
church’s evangelistic calls of "Repent!" 
or the benevolences it hands out. A true 
household member will not only have an 
awareness of land, blood, history, culture 
and traditions, but must also take respon- 
sibility for them, so that, as the outcome of 
his overall work, he will be able to add his 
personal signature to the portion he has 
contributed to the accumulated inheritance 
of that land and people. 

Only by taking on its true Christian 
visage and mission can the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Church fulfill its obligation to open 
itself to the world and enter into it. This is 
where an understanding of the Armenian 
Evangelical Community and the commu- 
nity itself must take shape. The community 
must be built around and by the church in 
order to have an all-embracing Armenian 
Christian form with its own personality 
and worldview, which it must use to clarify 
the national, political, religious, social and 
public atmosphere in Armenia. Here, along- 


side the pulpit, there is the urgency for the 
community to state its own views in its 
own publication. The absence of one’s own 
publication is the first step toward decline. 

It is no secret that any reality has the 
need of a visible, physical presence. Adver- 
tisements in any sphere — political, public, 
religious, business/economic, cultural or 
athletic — are nothing more than a reinforce- 
ment of one’s physical existence. In this 
sense, the Armenian Evangelical Church, for 
its part, must have in Armenia’s capital city, 
Yerevan, a physical structure asserting its ex- 
istence: an ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL 
COMPLEX. This Complex should include 
a church structure built in an impressive Ar- 
menian style, a library, an exhibition gallery, 
a concert hall, a printing house, and offices 
for all its areas of service. Why should Ar- 
menia’s secondary cities have proper church 
buildings but not Yerevan? To put it more 
simply, the underground concert hall of the 
fanciest building cannot be an Armenian 
church structure of an Armenian Church. 
This Complex must be a center of Christian 
faith and Armenian culture. There, in one 
place, the creative heritage of generations 
of Armenian Evangelicals will be gathered, 
becoming in its turn the most important 
center for studying the history and heritage 
of the Armenian Evangelical Church and 
the Armenian Evangelical Community. This 
Complex will also set the direction of the 
Armenian Evangelical Churches and the Ar- 
menian Evangelical Community’s character, 
declaring its identity to anyone who asks. 

This Complex, embracing the mission 
expected of it, first must serve the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Church and Community, 
enabling it to open up new horizons, which 
can be realized by living out necessary new 
reforms. 

Additionally, as a center of the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Church and Community, 
this Complex will be a creative presence, 
being a driving force on the path of progress 
today and tomorrow, paving a healthy path- 
way of dialogue and interactions on the soil 
of Armenia and for the Armenian people. 


The 175" Anniversary is not a time for 
self-congratulation for the accomplishments 
of the past. Note the thoughts of that spe- 
cialist of Armenian Evangelical history, the 
renowned Rev. Prof. Yeghia S. Kassouny, 
given on the occasion of the 100" Anniver- 
sary: "... boasting of the past is inadequate. 
[...] Self-satisfaction and self-approval, not 
to say self-deception, is the most harmful af- 
fliction of all. What will our future be? This 
is the essential issue to decide for our church 
at this completion of a century. 

"The future is primarily determined by 
the present.” [Lousashavigh (Path of Light), 
p. 501] 

We believe that at this time — today — 
at this 175" Anniversary jubilee, the most 
fitting triumph would be the decision to 
develop a plan to construct an Armenian 
Evangelical Complex and to implement that 
action. That practical realization would be a 
celebratory opening of that pathway for the 
future progress of Armenian Evangelicalism 
in Armenia in particular. 

The construction and guarantee of the 
activity of an Armenian Evangelical Com- 
plex will happen with the sponsorship of the 
Armenian Missionary Association of Amer- 
ica, a publicity drive within all Armenian 
Evangelical churches, and the organizing 
of a campaign for an Armenian Evangelical 
Complex Fund to provide resources for wise 
investments and disbursements. 

The future begins today. Tomorrow will 
be too late. 


* Transl. note: "Armenian Evangelical Church" 
appearing throughout is translated from the 
Armenian, "Hayasdanyaits Avedaranagan 
Yegeghetsi," and refers to the name that was 
chosen by the church at its founding in 1846. 

January 20, 2022, Beirut, Lebanon 
(Translated from Armenian by Rev. L. Nishan Bakalian. 
The original Armenian text is on page 45). 


* Dr. Yervant H. 
Kassouny is a 
historian, author, 
and former editor 
of Chanasser. 
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News and Notes 


Standing Together in Ministry: AMAA and UAECNE 


By Rev. L. Nishan Bakalian* 


he leadership of the Armen- 
ian Missionary Association 
of America held a meeting 
in Beirut, Lebanon with 
the Central Committee of 
the Union of the Armenian Evangelical 
Churches in the Near East (UAECNE) on 
Thursday, May 5, 2022. For the past two 
years, the AMAA has been unable as a 
group to visit partners in the Middle East in 
person, (although Executive Director/CEO 
Zaven Khanjian and his wife paid a special 
visit to Beirut last year) so this year marked 
a special opportunity for expressing mutual 
solidarity in the joint endeavors in the Mid- 
dle East. AMAA President Dr. Nazareth 
Darakjian and AMAA’s Near East Com- 
mittee Chair Berjouhy Gulesserian trav- 
eled to Beirut with their spouses especially 
for this meeting, which coincided with 
other UAECNE events. Joining the meet- 
ing virtually from the U.S. were Near East 
Committee members Stephen Philibosian 
Foundation Chair Joyce Stein and AMAA 
Executive Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian. 
After opening the meeting with a 
prayer for guidance, Central Committee 
Chair and Acting UAECNE President 
Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian outlined not 
only the multifaceted and growing areas 
of service the UAECNE is rendering 
through its member churches in seven 
different Middle Eastern countries, as well 
as Australia, but also the great existential 
challenges the Union encounters at every 
turn. Despite it all, the witness of the 
Armenian Evangelical Church continues to 
be expressed in its educational system, the 
receiving of new young church members, 
overseeing the theological training of 
students from the Middle East as well as 
Armenia at NEST, the prayerful support 
of new ministry initiatives in places such 
as Iraq, and much more. Along with these 
new endeavors is the ongoing work of the 
Christian Social Center for many families 
in need of nutritional, educational, housing 
and especially medical support, for which 
the AMAA plays a central role in financing. 
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L to R: Pastor Hagop Akbasharian, Rev. Hrayr Cholakian, Rev. Selim Sabounji, Garbis Deyirmenjian, Rev. 
Dr. Paul Haidostian, AMAA President Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, AMAA Near East Committee Chair Berjouhy 
Gulesserian, Rev. Dr. Haroutune Selimian, Pastor Datev Basmajian and Rev. L. Nishan Bakalian. 


For his part, Central Committee Vice 
Chair and Armenian Protestant Community 
Head in Syria Rev. Dr. Haroutune Selimian 
described the burgeoning ministries of 
Armenian Evangelical churches, schools 
and social services there, while also 
acknowledging the ongoing struggle to 
maintain these programs in the face of the 
economic pressures the country is forced 
to endure. While expressing his joy at 
filling two empty Armenian Evangelical 
pulpits, he also pointed out that their social, 
medical, educational and spiritual ministry 
extends to the entire Syrian Armenian 
community without discrimination. 

A foundational principle of the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Church, to provide quality 
education in a Christian environment, pres- 
ents one of the greatest dilemmas, especial- 
ly in today’s Lebanon. Central Committee 
Treasurer Garbis Deyirmenjian described 
how the collapsed banking system and tee- 
tering economy are wreaking havoc with 
schools’ budgetary planning, low teachers’ 
salaries, family income and more. Yet, with 
the unwavering commitment of the AMAA 
and other international partners, these insti- 
tutions are faithfully carrying on their work 
and seeing their enrollment increase, as 
they focus on God’s call and His faithful- 


ness. To illustrate, the Armenian Evangeli- 
cal School in Anjar is not only continuing 
its vital boarding school program, but will 
soon publish a cutting-edge, electronic 
curriculum that teaches both science and 
agriculture in the Western Armenian lan- 
guage, something other Armenian schools 
throughout the world will also be able to 
use. 

After together considering these and 
many other topics, AMAA President Dr. 
Nazareth Darakjian concluded the meeting, 
saying that despite the difficulties the 
UAECNE faces in maintaining a Christian 
and Armenian presence throughout the 
region, "Never forget—we stand with you." 
The long-awaited meeting then closed with 
Rey. Selimian’s prayer of dedication. H 


* Rev. L. Nishan Bakalian 
is the Coordinator of 
Church Relations of the 
Union of the Armenian 
Evangelical Churches 
in the Near East. Rev. 
Bakalian's ministry in 
Lebanon is supported 
jointly by the Armenian Missionary Association 
of America and the Wider Church Ministries of 
the United Church of Christ. 
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AMAA Reaches out to Ukrainian Armenian Refugees 


Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me. Matthew 25:40 


nother Armenian Diaspora 
community is in peril. This 
time it is the long-standing 
Armenian community of 
Ukraine. The war in Ukraine 
has resulted in a humanitarian disaster and 
urgent aid is needed to help Armenian 
victims of this war. Many individuals and 
families from Ukraine have sought refuge 
in safe havens established on the borders 
of neighboring countries, such as Poland, 
Bulgaria and Romania. 

The Armenian Missionary Associa- 
tion of America (AMAA), after actively 
assessing the situation through its wide 
network within the Armenian Evangelical 
Fellowship of Europe and mission partners 
in Bulgaria, is reaching out to the Arme- 
nian refugees who have fled Ukraine and 
have sought safe havens in Bulgaria. The 
Armenian Evangelical Churches of Bul- 
garia, headed by Rev. Bedros Altunian and 
Pastor Nerses Ketikian, the pastors of the 
Varna Church, are working on a daily basis 
to provide much needed critical assistance 
and humanitarian support to the displaced 
people as quickly as possible. Most of the 
refugees in Bulgaria are settled in a board- 
ing house in Varna where they are provided 
with food, medical assistance and other 
needs. Special arrangements and assistance 
is offered to those moving to Armenia and 
settling in the Homeland. 

On Easter Sunday April 17 at 1 pm, a 
special Easter Worship Service was held 
at the Armenian Evangelical Methodist 
Church of Varna with a large number of 
church members in attendance as well as 
the Ukrainian Armenian refugees who cur- 
rently have found refuge in the city. Hymns 
and songs of praise were sung during the 
Service with scripture readings and a spe- 
cial message about the mystery of the res- 
urrection of our savior Jesus Christ deliv- 
ered by Pastor Nerses Ketikian, Pastor of 
Varna Church. The Service concluded with 
the Benediction offered by Rev. Bedros 
Altunian, Senior Pastor of Varna Church 


and the Chairman of the 
Union of the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Churches in Bulgaria 
(UAECB). It was an emotion- 
al experience for all. 

After the Worship Ser- 
vice, a special Easter Lun- 
cheon was held for about 230 
people participated, 150 of 
whom were Ukrainian refu- 
gees. The honorary guests at 
the Luncheon were the Chair- 
man of the Union of the Ar- 
menian Evangelical Church- 
es of Bulgaria Rev. Bedros 
Altunian, the Primate of the 
Armenian Diocese of Ro- 
mania and Bulgaria Bishop 
Datev Hagopian, Fr. Yeznig 
Torkomian from Romania, 
the Chairman of the Parish 
Council of St. Sarkis Church 
Masis Baghdadian, the Chair- 
man of the Union of Arme- 
nians of Bulgaria Haroutune 
Hovsepian, the Chairman of 
AGBU Varna Chapter Kevork 
Krikorian, the sponsors of the 
Luncheon and other dignitar- 
ies. Representatives of the 
Armenian community as well 
as Ukrainian-Armenian broth- 
ers and sisters consistently 
praised the invaluable service 
of the AMAA and the Varna 
Church for the Ukrainian Ar- 
menian brothers and sisters. 

Pastor Nerses Ketikian 
is also in touch with the 
Armenian Embassies and 
Consulates in the region, 
spiritual leaders of the Mother 
Church in Ukraine, Bulgaria 
and Romania, as well as with 
the Holy See of Etchmiadzin 
to coordinate the relief efforts 
and help those refugees who 
desire to move to Armenia. & 


L to R: Pastor Nerses Ketikian on right with the Chairman of Charity 
Fund Europe of Bulgaria and the Refugees' coordinator staying at the 
boarding house. 


At the Easter Luncheon Bishop Datev Hagopian thanks the AMAA and 
Varna Church for their outreach to the Ukrainian Armenian refugees. 
Seated on his right are Fr. Yeznig Torkomian and Rev. Bedros Altunian 
with other honorary guests. 
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Sewing Courses Launched at AMAA Center in Stepanakert 


Through the initiative of the Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA), the "Maro Kuyrig" sewing courses project was 
launched at AMAA's Center in Stepanakert, Artsakh to teach comprehensive sewing skills to the participants. 

The purchase of the sewing machines was made possible with a generous donation received from one of our donors whose wish 
was to improve the participants knowledge with the help of a skilled professional, discover the secrets of this ancient craft and earn 
income for their daily needs with the help of their own small business. 

The people of Artsakh build, create and continue to fight for the future of their Homeland. 


We Must Act Only For the Sake of Tomorrow 


Khramort 


Our people of Artsakh are fighting for the right to live on their land, which is an everyday stuggle. Visits with social and moral 
support by AMAA's Artsakh team to the Border villages in Artsakh, such as Khramort and Khnapat, where lives of our compatriots are 
endangered everyday, gives more hope. 

A resident who lost his house in Parookh does not want to have a safe life, but says: "| do not want anything, | want my land, | will 
sacrifice myself for my land ... | want to go to my house, my home. | lost everything for the second time, but it doesn't matter, only if 


| can go home, | will create the rest." 
Hearts full of pain yet not losing faith, they hope one day there will be peace in Artsakh. 
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Central High School Marks Its Centennial 


he Armenian Evangelical Central High School is celebrating 
its 100* Anniversary this year. To mark this special occasion, 
former principals, teachers, alumni and school friends 
gathered at the Assembly Hall of the American University 
of Beirut on Saturday, May 7, to attend a special celebration of 
this milestone. The School choir, the Alumni choir and the musical 
performances gave a different shine to this jubilee celebration. The 
main speaker of the day was former Principal Artun Hamalian, whose 
inspiring message encouraged all to continue to the second centenary 
with double vigor. 

AMAA President Dr. Nazareth Darakjian attended the event and 
brought the Association’s greetings. Principal Maral Deyirmenjian 
honored the guest speaker, the School's Board of Trustees Chair 
Pauline Sagherian and Dr. Darakjian with souvenirs and the performers 
with flowers. The event concluded with UAECNE Chair Rev. Dr. Paul 
Haidostian's Benediction. 

It is indeed a miracle that the survivors of the Armenian Genocide 
with vision and faith, in unspeakable conditions and with a donation 
from the AMAA (see photo on the back page) built a wooden school 
where children of the remnants of the Armenian Genocide would 
gather and study. Through its 100 years of educational history, this 
unique institution has managed to produce over 1,800 graduates into 
the Armenian community and then into the whole humanity. 

We congratulate the Armenian Evangelical Central High School for 
this milestone and wish a hundred and more fruitful years of educating 
our youngsters following the Scripture to "train up a child in the way he 
should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it." Proverbs 22:7 

Standing firm in its Christian faith and mission, the AMAA is commit- | 
ted to stand by and support the Global Armenian Evangelical schools. $= Principal Maral Deyirmenjian. Dr. Nazareth Darakjian. 


Dr. Souzy Ohanian Named Principal of 
C & E Merdinian Armenian Evangelical School 


r. Souzy Ohanian, a lifelong educator with more than 30 years of experience in administrative 
leadership and elementary and middle school instruction, has been appointed to the position 
of Principal of C. & E. Merdinian Armenian Evangelical School in Sherman Oaks, CA. She will 
begin serving in her new role at the start of the 2022-2023 academic year. 

Dr. Ohanian brings with her a decades-long career in educational leadership during which she has 
demonstrated an unwavering commitment to students’ high academic achievement and personal growth 
and has prioritized faculty and staff development with remarkable success. Most recently, she served 
as Assistant Principal of Elementary at Rose & Alex Pilibos Armenian School in Los Angeles, where she 
was instrumental in directing school operations, including program planning and implementation, staff 
hiring and evaluation, strategic planning and community outreach. 

Dr. Ohanian holds a Doctor of Education in K-12 curriculum and instruction, a Master of Fine Arts 
in K-12 education/teacher education, a Master of Fine Arts in K-12 educational leadership and politics, 
a Bachelor of Arts in liberal studies, and a Multiple Subject Teaching Credential. 

We welcome Dr. Ohanian to the Merdinian family and pray for God’s guidance as she starts her new role and leadership at Merdinian. 

Established in 1982 by the AMAA and the Armenian Evangelical Union of North America, the C. & E. Merdinian School is the only 
Armenian Evangelical School in North America. The School offers a broad-based curriculum that fosters academic excellence, high moral 
values, and spiritual enrichment in the Armenian Evangelical tradition. The School strives to create a safe and nurturing environment 
where every student receives personal attention to become a successful and responsible individual. 

The AMAA, the cornerstone of Armenian education for many decades, supports 22 Armenian Evangelical schools around the world 
including the Merdinian School. The schools provide an educational, spiritual and cultural setting for over 2,800 students each year. The 
AMAA remains dedicated to providing our children an education and the opportunity toward a more promising future. 
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Rev. Agabaloglu Meets with Patriarch Sahak II Mashalian 
To Discuss Camp Armen Reconstruction Plans 


n Thursday, April 28, 2022, Rev. Kirkor | = — = 
Agabaloglu, Pastor of the Armenian t 
Evangelical Church of Gedikpasa, Istanbul 
met with His Eminence, Bishop Sahak II 
Mashalian, Patriarch of Constantinople, and discussed 
plans for the reconstruction of Camp Armen. Also 
present was Archbishop Lévon Zékiyan, the spiritual 
leader of Turkey’s Armenian Catholic community. 
Rev. Agabaloglu explained the reconstruction 
process of Camp Armen and asked His Eminence 
and His Excellency to give their moral support to 
this project, as well as to call on individuals in their 
communities to contribute as much as they can as a 
sign of unity. "Even though the owner of Camp Armen is the Armenian Evangelical Church of Gedikpasa, it does not mean that Armenian 
sister communities would not have a say in the operation and service of this Camp, as the children of all the Armenian communities 
will use this Center without discrimination," said Rev. Agabaloglu during the discussions. 
During the meeting, they spoke with gratitude and satisfaction about the State’s ordinance, according to which it was possible that 
Camp Armen would be returned to the Armenian Evangelical Church in Gedikpasa. They also decided to hold a follow-up meeting to 
discuss the Camp’s administrative status so that everything would have a legal status. 


AMAA Donates Sharoyan's "Literary Scroll with the Alphabet" 
Book to Armenian Language Teachers in Armenian Schools in 
North America 


ith Armenian Missionary Association of America's (AMAA) encouragement and 
sponsorship, a guidebook of Western Armenian orthography and punctuation, 
entitled "A Literary Inspired Scroll with the Letters of the Alphabet" was 
recently published in Aleppo, Syria. The author of the book is the renowned 
Aleppo-Armenian writer, press contributor and pedagogic tiller, Levon Sharoyan. 

The volume, though by its nature can be considered primarily a grammatical work, 
has been written in an accessible language and can be read like a perusal volume, for any 
Armenian-born who desires to improve the mastery of his mother tongue and get acquainted 
with the rules of her orthography. However, it will be useful specifically to the Armenian 
teachers of the Diaspora, students of the upper grades and scholars of Armenological 
institutes. 

The main aim of the work is to remedy as far as possible our orthographical errors and 
point out ways to overcome the orthographical obstacles arising from homophonotous 
letters. However, the book also has two other aspects: Glossology and Punctuation. About 
20 pages of the 156-page book is devoted to the punctuation marks of Armenian, explain 
in detail the rules and spheres of utility of each mark and provide numerous impressive 
examples for all of them. 

The AMAA, which in its centennial history has always and continually stood by the 
Armenian school and the Armenian student, donated a copy of this book to each Armenian language teacher in our schools in North 
America (US and Canada) with the belief that this newly published grammar book will benefit the rebirth and vitality of Western 
Armenian, and place a useful tool in the hands of our Armenian-speaking and Armenian-writing public. 

If there are any Armenian Schools in North America that have not yet to date received copies of this book for their Armenian 
language teachers, please contact Louisa Janbazian at amaanews@amaa.org. 

Individuals who are interested in this book can purchase a copy from the AMAA's online Bookstore at: amaa.org/featuredbooks/ 
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AMAA welcomes US President Joe Biden's Statement on this day, April 24, 2022, the 107th 
Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide perpetrated by the Ottoman Turks, reaffirming his 
recognition of the atrocities and calling the massacres of one and a half million Armenians as 
Genocide. Thank you, President Biden, for your courage and superb moral standard. 


"On April 24, 1915, Ottoman authorities arrested Armenian intellectuals and community leaders in Constantinople. 
Thus began the Armenian Genocide—one of the worst mass atrocities of the 20th century. Today, we remember the one 
and a half million Armenians who were deported, massacred, or marched to their deaths in a campaign of extermination, 
and mourn the tragic loss of so many lives. 

As we reflect on the Armenian Genocide, we renew our pledge to remain vigilant against the corrosive influence of 
hate in all its forms. We recommit ourselves to speaking out and stopping atrocities that leave lasting scars on the world. 
And, as we mourn what was lost during the Medz Yeghern, let us redouble our efforts toward healing and building the 
better, more peaceful world that we wish for our children. A world where human rights are respected, where the evils of 
bigotry and intolerance do not mark our daily lives, and where people everywhere are free to pursue their lives in dignity 
and security. 

This is also a moment to reflect on the strength and resiliency of the Armenian people. After enduring a Genocide, 
the Armenian people were determined to rebuild their community and their culture, so often in new homes and new 
lands, including the United States. Armenian Americans are a vital part of the fabric of the United States. They make 
our nation stronger and more dynamic, even as they continue to carry with them the tragic knowledge of what their 
ancestors endured. We recognize their pain and honor their story. 

Today, 107 years later, the American people continue to honor all Armenians who perished in the Genocide." 
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AMAA Sundays 


AMAA Sundays Celebrated in AEUNA Churches in 
North America 


CA celebrated AMAA Sunday on Sunday, March 6, 2022. 

Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, AMAA President, was the guest 
speaker. During the Worship Service, Dr. Darakjian spoke about 
AMAA’s ministries around the world, explaining the Association’s 
various programs and activities especially in Armenia, Artsakh 
and Middle East and the plans to help Ukrainian Armenian : 
Refugees. Dr. Darakjian also gave the Armenian Message during P K 
the Worship Service which was based on the topic Disciple or 
Apostle? "To be an Apostle," he said, "we must first believe in a 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ and receive the Holy Spirit in 
our lives. As Apostles, our mission begins in our churches and _ | | _ 
in our immediate environment. If we go out of our churches, 4MAA President Dr. Nazareth Darakjian and Rev. Serop Megerditchian, 
we will meet thousands of people mhomclthenknow God nor Pastor of the Armenian Cilicia Evangelical Church of Pasadena, CA. 
have heard or accepted the Good News of Christ in their lives. And the sad thing is that most of them will be 
the children of our Armenian Christian nation. We become Apostles when we are willing to give of our material 
support to God’s work." 


Te Armenian Cilicia Evangelical Church of Pasadena, 


On Sunday, March 6, 2022 AMAA Executive 
Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian visited the Christ 
Armenian Church in La Crescenta, CA for AMAA 
Sunday. The topic of Mr. Khanjian’s sermon was 
the Blessings of Giving "Suujnt Onhuntpehcun" 
which was based on the scripture passage John 
3:16. In his sermon Mr. Khanjian stressed three 
points about giving: Giving as a National Com- 
mitment; Giving as a Human Value; Giving as 
a Christian Value. With a PowerPoint presen- 
tation, Mr. Khanjian also shared extensively 


news about the various ministries of AMAA all around the world 
including Armenia and Artsakh. 


On Sunday March 6, 2022, AMAA Board Member Dr. Rafi Bala- 
banian visited the Holy Trinity Armenian Church, North Hollywood, 
CA, representing the Association for AMAA Sunday. During the 
Worship Service, Dr. Balabanian with a PowerPoint Presentation 
spoke about the outreach programs of the AMAA in 24 countries 
around the world including Armenia and Artsakh. The topic of Dr. 
Balabanian’s sermon was Church Growth based on Acts 2:43-47. 


AMAA Board member Dr. Rafi Balabanian and Rev. Dr. Ara Chakerian at Holy Trinity Armenian 
Church in North Hollywood, CA. 
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Christian Outreach for Armenians Church 
of North Hollywood, CA welcomed AMAA Con- 
troller Nerses Rastguelenian representing the 
Association on Sunday, March 6, 2022 for AMAA 
Sunday. Mr. Rastguelenian preached as well as 
briefed the Church on the many ministries of 
AMAA worldwide. He first spoke about how to 
become a person after God’s own heart. He men- 
tioned three aspects of a person after God’s own 
heart: 1. Building a lifestyle that is completely ( oe a) PS. 
dedicated to the Lord. 2. Structuring a life based AMAA Controller Nerses Rastguelenian at Christian Outreach for Armenians Church of North 
on the Word of God. 3. Building alife around the = 2llywood, cA. 
people of God. 


On Sunday, March 27, 2022, the United Armenian Congregational Church of Los Angeles, CA held a special 
AMAA In-N-Out lunch immediately following the morning Worship Service. During the Worship Service and the 
luncheon, AMAA President Dr. Nazareth Darakjian spoke about the mission of the Association serving the physical 
and spiritual needs of our people both at home and overseas. 


__- 


AMAA President Dr. Nazareth Darakjian at the United Armenian Congregational Church of Los Angeles, CA. 


After a two-year hiatus The Armenian Evangelical Church of Toronto, ON, Canada held its annual Missions 
Sunday service and luncheon, on Sunday May 1, 2022 with over 100 people in attendance. AMAA Representa- 
tive in Armenia Harout Nercessian was the guest speaker. The topic of Mr. Nercessian’s sermon was "Sow, that 
others may reap." He concluded his sermon with a short video presentation entitled "The Armenian Evangelical 


- " : eS 4 = & \ é \ 
Harout Nercessian at the Armenian Evangelical Church of Toronto. Andy Loussarian on the left and Harout Nercessian on the right with the 
Scholarship recipients. 
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Secondary School of Anjar, an Oasis of Love, Quality Education 
and Character Building." 

During the luncheon, five AMAA scholarship recipients 
from Aleppo, who had arrived in Toronto during the Syrian 
war, shared their educational journey thanking the AMAA for 
enabling them to study and launch professional careers. Also, 
two participants of the 2018 AMAA Armenia Internship program 
shared their experience in Armenia and showed a video clip 
from their time in the Homeland. Mr. Nercessian made a pre- 
sentation about AMAA’s work in Armenia, Artsakh and around 
the globe asking the audience to consider active engagement 
in the AMAA’s mission with their prayers and support. At the 
end of the program, Mr. Nercessian presented a photo album 
from the Vanadzor "Shogh" Center to Mr. and Mrs. Sarkis and 
Haygouhie Marandjian, for their generous donation for the 


Harout Nercessian presents an album of photos from Vanadzor "Shogh" 
Center to Mr. & Mrs. Sarkis and Haygouhie Marandijian. 


Center and announced that the Center has been named after them. (see the story below) 
Lastly, final remarks were given by Antibas Loussarian who reiterated our duty as followers of Christ to help 
the least of our brothers and sisters (Matthew 25:40). Rev. Yessayi Sarmazian concluded the luncheon with a 


prayer of thanks and blessing. 


AMAA Dedicates Sarkis and Haygouhie Marandjian 


"Shogh’ Center in Vanadzor 


The Armenian Missionary Association of America’s "Shogh" 
Center in Vanadzor was recently named in honor of benefactors 
Sarkis and Haygouhie Marandjian. 

AMAA Armenia held a plaque unveiling ceremony on 
March 30 at the AMAA Vanadzor Shogh Day Center in honor 
of the benefactors who are residents of Toronto, Canada. The 
Marandjians are also members and benefactors of the Armenian 
Missionary Association of Canada, where Sarkis is a Board 
member. 

AMAA Armenia Representative Harout Nercessian greeted 
the staff, guests, parents and children in attendance, and 
expressed his gratitude to the Marandjians, whose generosity 
will give many children life-impacting educational, social and 
psychological services. 

The children performed a flash mob dance with colored 
ribbons, which represented the bright colors brought into their 
lives thanks to the Center: friendship, responsibility, honesty, 
and other noble human qualities. 

Vanadzor "Shogh" Center Coordinator Irina Chakhoyan, 
as well as the participating children and parents, voiced their 
profound gratitude to the benefactors for the incredible, positive 
I ( Cl ren's 
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Unnuwnwnwiun Sutghh UGnuwynteh_u 
UwynGuh Aannhu Unuwy 


Sopp. GVuquptye k. Supwqttwh* 


ninnu qhunbup fits yn uawuwYF wow yGnun 
pyjwy: Utn YGwuphu ve puwt Gi wibyh 
unwnhutn niupnguywu wawytnun Gnwd 
Gup: hu wuE Gunp, ytnptiu Gap qnndh 
uyuwup, uyhqen w2fuwiuntguup nnwytu 
waw4bnu: Yung Un wuuwntqubinni uk’ husubu 
pdoynyebuu, wow yEnunnyetwu nwnhuGnn witjp Gaywn 
Gu: Pdh2y pyjwit wnwg, huswyfu hu wwnwquyhu, ninh2 
edh2yutnni hulnyjnyetwu uw uwnhuGn wafuwuubtguy 
Upustt nn pdh2y nwnuwu: 

Untywu 6. 12-16 hwdwnubtnniu vb9 Urturwnwuhsn 
nuk, eb Shuntu Ginn Gy Ge wupnns ahatnn winoyetg 
Uuunnidny: Apngwuybu Shuntu fn ununpu unwy pin up 
niuEn, naniu hwwwn Y’wnortn: Pwuyg Urtuwnwuhsn 
wunn dwuhtu pwu up s’pubnp: Uwyuwytu, Gap wnunnt 
Y’nyjwy, Spuntu Yn Ywusk hpGu hbunbinn wawybpuubnn’ 
nnnug jehin sup qhwntn, br wunug uEgtu Y’puunnk 12 
hngh Gt quiunup Unwptuw; Y’wuntwuk: 

Unwpbuw) Yn uawuwy— nnyniwéd: Ujupupu’ ubyp nn 
nnn2 anndh Up hwdwn’ nnn wnwpbynyebwu up hwdwn 
Yn nnynth: Cun Uwnlnup Urbuwnpwuhu, Spuntu wyu 
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Ge hpwwunutnn pnidtyni: Uwhwytu, Gap ya Ywnnwup 
Urtuwnpwtutnn, yn ntuuGup nn wyu wnwptwyubnn 
Putu wu Gbiboutn Y’niubuwypu, Ge Gpapidu wy) 
ufuwyuGn Yn anndéthu: hulnyebwu ue wunup uwuwihu 
wu 4tnu Ehu: 

Uju wawytnwmutpn undnnwywu dwupnhy Ehu: 
UunuguJ& snnun’ Uhdnup, Ge hp Gnpwynn’ Uunntwun, 
husuybu Uwe Suynpnun Gt hp Gnpwynn’ Sndhwuutun 
44unnuutn Ehu: huy Uwunyebnu vwpuwinn En: Uunn 
annép dnnnyninneu unninp quudéby En Ge Yunnwhwpwn 
gum uhnniwo wud Un sen: 

Ugwybputtnn’ 3huniup how fpnbug Gnwds dwdw- 
uw, punhwupwuytu Pnbu Yn houtibhu'’ nin nn 
Uu Gnwn: Wunn fuouptnn Uunhy Y’pukpu, Ge wunn 
hnw2puGnncu wywuwuntu Y’pyjwuyhu: Gnptutu yn urnndébhu 
hntup wy, hnwaputn puby: Uwnynup Urburwnawupu 
UE9 Yn wuntuubup, nn wnfyend Up wunup tnnndtghu 
hhiwwun, wunnwy up pdeyb), puyg Gwtunnigwu: Shuntu 
ujwtuwnwyGg gqhntup fnbug nywn hwiwinphu hwuuwn: 
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Uju 12 wawhtpwutnn Yn YuquEhu nwuwnwu 
Un, UGn ghingwd nwuwnwuubnniu wu, Gi wunug 
wnwguwyungtpan Uhdnu Ntunnnun & 3Sndhwuueuu 
Ehu, nanug unwy Shuntu utd ynjyutnp nvuEp: Uw. 
TGunnnuhu Unwy, pwuh Spuntu wunn nuuwt, «NGunnnu... 
wyu YGupuU Upwy whunh Y’wnnigwubu hu Gybntghu» 
Uwunefnu 16. 18: Uwyuyu Nounnnu wy, nnuybu wow Gnu 
ntubgut fn Gybrkgubnn’ jw nt qgk2 ontnn: 

Ctunwpnpnwywu & uGbpwnt, Ntupnuh jwnwoy- 
nhunyehtup nnwyEu waw4bnu: Uuquwu up, Gap 3puntiu 
gninhu Ypwybu puybyny nbuyh uwiwyn Gyun, Nbunnu' 
hp wy niqhg Unjun pub), pug Ywfuguit br uy puny 
gninhu UE9: Shuntu puut ppbu. «feGpwhwuiwu, husric 
Yywu4wdtgun» Uwuyetnu 14. 31: 

Ainh2 wnhreny Up, Gap Shuntu Yn pwgwinntn hn 
w2wytnuutnniu yb wkunp & nn Gnwn Ganiuwntu 
6Gnpwuyuynibyni, supswpnibyn: Ge vGnuGynt hwuwn bi 
Gannnn. onp jwpnyehiu wnubyni, Nbunpnu puwnyugu 
Shuntuh Ge puwi, wuywnbyh &, wyu nGuwh pwu 
sypuwn wywunwhhy: Ge Shuntu nwntuwyny puwt.- «Gunpu 
quw, uwimNnwuuwy»: Spuntu uwunwuw Ynstg quyu’ fn 
wnuwguu yung wawytnunn, Gi gwpniuwhbg pubjnuy.- 
niu «ng eb Uuunnidny pwutpp Yn dinwédbu, huwuyw 
Uwnnng pwutnpn» (Uwuyetnu 16. 23): 

hu wyu nuwuwnwuhu Guit.bu wnwoahtn" pusuycu 
y’nuGup, Sninw hulwpknyuwght Ep, nn ns jek upwyu 
sEn hwuyuwn Shunwuh ntunignidutnp, wy yn funnhtn jeb 
Shuntu pninnndhu ufuw) Gwent v9 E: Pup Y’wyuywyEn 
nn 3huntu ghnbup whunh dungeEn Ge wwunpwumtn 
CnnyuwyGghutnpniu neu Ynnibyne: Pwyg Shuntu upwyu 
fuwnunniehu Ge ukp Yn pwnngtp: Abpguiytu fn 
wunkinyehtun Spuntup hwunbwy wyupwu uwumnywgut, 
nn wu nnngtg dJwunub; Qwyu wunug’ nnnup 4’nigkhu 
Shuntun UGnwsd wmtuubl: Sninw nnwup hwudwn 
suwingubg Shunwup, hwwyw wunn hwunty pn nutgus 
wunbynyetwu hwuuwn: 

Shuntun 6GppwuyuyjGghu Gt nwnhu: Puy wow 4tpuw- 
utnpn UEoguntntu Ynnunitgwu: Gnyupuy Ntunnu, nn 
3hunwup puwsd En «SEn, nnfitu whinh Gpewup, nniu 
ntufu jwipunGuwywu Yawuph fuouptnn» (Snyhwuun 6. 
69), Ywtuny nt nnnny h&nnitu hGnnt hGuntitguut Spuntup 


unwunn jewthonhu: Nt Gap ghup hwnpgnithnndtgnu G&L 
u&Gnp nnhu, wu Gnbp wuquwu ninwgut Qwuhyw: 

Uj, fuoupnu, Gptbp wwnniwu nwuntywgpru 
Gunp, wyn 12 hnghung nwuwnwun wupnnonyebwup 
é6wfunntgui: Gi. wugnigu, np nn nwuwnwu un 
wuUpnnonyetiwup Yn dufunnh, jwugwupn niunighshu 
YW’ py: AipGu wawyGpunutnniu dwfunnnyehun unyu 
dwuwuwy 3Shuntuh éufunnnyehitup whunh pyjwn: 

Uwiywyu Uuunniwd snnnig nn dwhp Pn unpyniyetwu 
Snwanhu dwfunnnyetwu wwudwn nwnuwy: Spuntu 
Juunnyehiu winwit Gt wawybnpunutnniu YGwupn wytu wuntu 
JGnwanonitgui: Uunup uwfu shwiwmwghu: Wunup 
bun quight fnbug uwfuypu qnndtnniu’ Gyunnuntyebwu 
Yuu wyu hus pwuh nn yund Ehu pubyni: Culwunwy 
wunn nn Shuntu fntug juuwonku puws En jek wyhiunh 
fuwsnih, UGnuh Gt Gpbp on Gunp jwnnyyehiu whup 
wnuk, wawhGnwnubnbu n&ik deuyniu nintnhu uk9 sEn 
windwuwanniwé wn fuouptnn Gent uEyp sEn hwiwwuwn 
Gi skp wyuywytn nn Spunwu Ynuwy jwpnyepiu wnuby: 

Ufwyt Ypu&pu Ehu np wnunnt Ywunifu ntn sjntugud 
Yugtght nkwh q&ptbquut Gi wytu wy ns eb ywnnighwy 
Pnyhsn nhdwennbyni, hwuwyw venGuy, Shuntuh wugnius 
Jwnuhun odbjnt: huy wow ybnuubnp hnu nt hnu gnniws 
aniunwd Ehu yb pus whwnh pubu hhdw nn 3Shuntup 
syuin wy|tiu: 

Shun u Gptiguut Gi Gaywn fuouwYgnyehtu Up ntuGgut 
newh Eddwniu qugnn Gpynt wawytpunutnniu htuw, 
Puwjg wunup wy 2hupn sGwusgwu: Uhwyu wyu wuntu 
wunup Swnnighw, Lphuinnun wGuwu ti Gwusgwu 
tnp pptug Gwawubnwuhu unwy, Wu onhubg hwgn bi 
pudutg fntug: Uhwyu wyu wuntu tnp fonduwu fn 
Uwunny qgwg Shunwh Ynnhu yEnpp wunup qqught 
ret Aus Yn UgwuwhF wnwpbuy pyjwy: (eb nnpuit jning Gt 
Ug yuh qnnd Up Ge wnwpbkyniyehtu Up Ya uuwukn 
hptug: «twgkp, w2wytnunbglp pninn wqqtnn, 
Uynutgtp quwunup Con, Npnhhu tb Uninp Cnghhu 
wiuntuny: Unndtgnigkp wunug wwhb, wk hus nn 
wwunnipptgh d&gh: be whw wubu on Gu dbgh hw bu" 
UpusGt wafuwnhh ywfudwun» (Uwuryetnu 28. 19-20): 

hud fius wywuuwhtgut Updnu Ntunnuh, nn tntp 
wuquU Shuntup ninwguwi: Shuniu fnbu wyu hwngnivp 
Qnut.- «Uhdnu, Snfghwuf nanh, yn ubntu ghu» bt 
Uhunt wywunuwufuwtbg.- «SEp, nntu ghuntu jek pq yn 
uhntu» (Snyhwuunt 21. 16): Uw wy Spuntu sqnhwugut 
wju WwuunwufuWuEU Gt Gpaypnnn Ge Gpapnnn wuquwu wy 
hwngnig unju huinpgnidp: Uhdnu uGnuigui nn Shuntu 
unju hwngnidp Gpbp wuquwu Ynlutg ti Unju wintu 
w| qnowg nn hup Gntp wuquwu ninwgut fn Sknp & 
Pnuhsn: bi Shuntu puwt pnbu.- «Upwsdt pu nspuwnubnu» 
(Snyhwuunt 21. 17): 

Uhw wy wintu En nn wawhtnunutnp nupdwu 
winupGuyutn, Ge wyu wnuwpGujubnn quight watuwnhh 
pninn Gnyhputnp, Ge pninn wagtpni’ Ubon pywuiny Cy 
wqan, unndtgnight, Uypunntght bi Urturwpwunu punh 
Lninn uwnwdétghu: Gi wnwptwyutnniu yehin guungu: 


Unwpbtwyjutnn wwiunpwuuntght ninhg wnwpbtwyutn G&L 


wiunug jehip puiquwuuwjny Yngwu hwuuhy upust. Gaynh 
dwyntnn: 

Utup wyuon Ynsniwd Gup wnwptwyutn pu: 
fotnptiu qupvwuwp Ywu fuunwp wyu fuouptnniu.- 
«Gu, wnwptui}»: Cutwuwewn funnhhp ek wnwptwy 
pyjwynt huwwn wEMp & uwfu Uuunntwéwpwuw wu 
G6GUwnwu wiupwnki, pwndp whunnuutnnt hwuthy, 
jGqniwi wit Ge hpGunnpw wt pugwnhy dhnptn nuGuwy 
Ge hwiqunwinn dwnnng wngti Gybyny vGo unwhutnni 
Yuu Uwnquinw2utnni uo Shuntun pwnnghy: Lwik Get 
Ynuwup, pujg wywjdutu sf: 

Cuwiwuwpuwn funnhhp yb wnwptwy pyjwynt hwudwn 
wEunp F Gwupnnntp htnni untntp, ndniwn wwydwuutnn 
U9, puinwpwnyenyebur hGnni vuwguwo bt wwtuuwywu 
Upawyh UES wuynnn vwnnng Urbunwpwun pwnngtyn.: 
Lui & bre ynuwp, puyg wwydwitu st: 

Unwipbtuy pyjuynt hudwn Uuwfu wk_unp & hwiwuwup 
Shuntu Lnhuunnuh jwnniyetwu Ge punniupup Uninp 
Cnghu utp Yowuphu ukg, nnwyfugh von Yowupn pyywy 
Uwpnin, wuphd Gt Wuunniwowuuuyby: 

Utp wnwpbjnyehtun Ya uyuh utp wniutnnit uk9, 
tnp Utp Yawupny ti qnpdtjwytnuyny Yn gnjwgutup 
Shuntuh uEnn UGp quiwyubnniu Gi vGp wuntupuubnniu: 

Utn wnwpbjntyehitun ya uyuh utp Gytntghutnniu 
UEo Ge UGn wudhow4wu gnguuwmpu dbo: Utn 
Gytntghutntu nninu Get Gybup, UGup wyhinh hwunhuypup 
hwquinuinn Uwnnng, nnnup ns qUuunniw Yn Gwusuwu 
Gi ns wy Lpahumnuh Pwnh Lninn juws Ge punniuws bu 
hntug YGwuphpu uE9: Wunup uwwiht juwsd stu jet 
Uhwyu Lnhuunnuny Ynuwu niubuw, fuwnwnnyeh.u, 
ninwifunyehcu Gi ywipunrGuw wu YGwup: Gi guiwy)hu wyu 
E, nn wunug UGowuwuunyehiun UGp Cwy 2phuunnubuy 
waqqh quiw4utnn whup pw: 

Utup wnwptwyutn 4’pywup Gap wwunpwun 
Q|jwup utp upyewYywuny uwuwnbynt Uuunnidny gnndpu: 
Shuntu puwt.- «UU nn dtgh quiwye Up onin fudgut 
hd wuntundu... Uuhuyw fp Yuwpdwunnnyehiup whup 
synnuuguE» (Uwnlnu 9. 40): 

Anpwku wnwpbwyutn vbup wwnmnwywuntehiu 
ntuhup oqubynt ninh2 wnwpbwyutnnt, nnnup UEnnyetwu 
UE9 Gu Gt oquntyebwu Ywnhpn niupu: Gi nupdtu) ubup 
wnuwpGuwyjuGn U’pyjwup Gap Ubup Ya nnwuwnntbup utp 
pninn Wunbyhu wtp GyEntghnu, utp hwdwyuppu bi wuyeE 
phuwsd Cuwy Urburwnwusw yuu CuyGnwygnyetwu: UGup 
wyjuon, pninnu Ywusniws Gup Rnhuunnuh wnwptwyubnn 
Qyjwjnt: QUtpdbup Ap Ynsn: 


* Sopye- Luquintr FE. Swpwqébwu 
Lu fuwquhu EF Udtphyuyh 2wy 
UtGuiwnpwulswyuu CuuGnwugntetuwu: 
Uju wwinquup wnpntwsd E YGApw4h Uwpw 
13, 2022-hu Pwuwmhuuyh (2wihSnnupw) 
Ruy GhAypupw ULGwWwnpwuwywu GyEnkghh 
wnweLounGuu ww2uiwunLuehu: 
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Joseph Zeronian, Ed.D. acer 
Former AMAA President * me & 


at 
August 23, 1936 - May 10, 2022 a oie 


It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of our 
beloved friend and former AMAA Board President, Joseph 
Zeronian, Ed.D. 


Dr. Zeronian will be remembered as man of impeccable character, 
great integrity and strong standing. He had a profound impact on 
the Armenian Evangelical Church in the United States through his 
leadership and many years of service. 


We are thankful for the years he served as an AMAA Board mem- 
ber beginning in 1991. A man of faith, Dr. Zeronian had a profound 
impact on AMAA’s mission. Throughout his years as a Board 
member, he served as Recording Secretary, Vice President and 
as the President from 2012 — 2014. We can say with confidence 


that Joe Zeronian lived a life committed to the service. 


Please join us in praying for the Zeronian family, his wife, Marilyn, his children, grandchildren and extended family. Dr. Ze- 
ronian will be greatly missed on this side of Heaven, but we know with confidence where he stands now! 


Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Galatians 6:9 


Editor's Note: We will reflect more on the life of Dr. Zeronian in the next issue of the AMAA News. 


Richard Stephen Aijian 

Richard Stephen 
Aijian of Antonio, TX 
stepped into Heaven on 
February 15, 2022. He 
was 92. 

Born in Atlanta, GA 
to Kaloust and Siroon 
Aijian on November 28, 
1929, Richard moved to 
New Orleans and eventually settled in San 
Antonio, TX where he lived a joy-filled life 
modeled after his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Richard thrived on caring for others, 
faithfully serving in countless capacities such 
as Sunday School, Boy Scouts, Outreach and 
Bible Dill, while managing his Oriental Rug 
Business in Joske's downtown San Antonio, 
and in retail stores in Texas as well as his an- 
tiques store in Olmos Park. 
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True to his Armenian culture, Richard 
generously gave of his time and resources 
to local and overseas missionary work as 
he cared for orphans, underprivileged and 
anyone needing a smile or encouraging word. 

Richard is survived by his loving wife of 55 
years, Vicki, their children, Karla and Stephen, and 
grandchildren, Riley and Ransom, and countless 
others who called him friend and brother. 

A celebration of life was held on March 
5 at Leon Springs Baptist Church of Antonio, 
TX. Donations may be made in his memory to 
the AMAA. & 


Marie Alberian 

Marie Alberian of Weehawken, NJ passed 
away at home January 16, 2022, living her 
near 99 years with a strength of conviction 
inherited from her ancestors who profoundly 
influenced the course of her life. 


Her faith in God 
manifested as a calling 
to Christian endeavor 
in leadership positions 
which helped her serve 
as a role model to oth- 
ers. She found great in- 
spiration in her maternal 
grandmother, Haiganoosh Diradoor of the Ka- 
prielian/Gabriel family, who was instrumental 
in forming the Armenian Presbyterian Church 
of Paramus, NJ in 1898. 

Equally important was her father Dr. 
Jacob Hekimian, who made an immense 
contribution to the Armenian Diaspora as 
the first lay Moderator of the Armenian 
Evangelical Union and a two term President 
of the AMAA and was influential in founding 
Haigazian College (now University) in Beirut, 
Lebanon. 


From a young age, Marie took respon- 
sibility in her church as a Sunday school 
teacher, Superintendent and Treasurer, which 
continued for forty years. Her participation 
in the choir lasted until her eighties. Marie 
would meet challenges faced by the Church 
head on as an Elder and advisor throughout 
her life. 

Marie was a member of the Presbytery 
of the Palisades which consists of 57 churches 
and 135 ministers. She served on the 
Presbytery Life and Mission Cabinet and 
was the hunger communicator reaching 
out to communities. While maintaining her 
presidency in the Federated Women’s Club of 
North Hudson, NJ for decades, she became 
President of the North Hudson Action Corp. 
which provides support to over 100,000 
people each year. 

Listing all that Marie accomplished in her 
long life is not possible, as she was involved in 
an astonishing number of projects including 
Chair of the regional American Heart Assoc., 
and Chair of the Weehawken Environmental 
Commission which completely revamped 
a 13-block stretch of the Boulevard East 
that faces the New York Skyline. She also 
spearheaded a "call to action” to rally NJ 
Federated Women’s Clubs to prevent a 2.5 
million sq. ft. mega mall from overtaking 
the Meadowlands of NJ. This led to a 
preservation of 8,400 acres of the district’s 
wetlands and waterways. 

Marie’s summers were spent in Ocean 
Grove, NJ, which has a rich history of Christian 
activities that Marie also became involved 
in. In 1988, she received a NJ Women of 
Achievement Award from Rutgers University 
and an award from NJ State Federation of 
Women’s Clubs. 

Marie’s husband, Edwin Alberian, 
was an Armenian American celebrity as 
a famous children’s entertainer. After the 
catastrophic 1988 earthquake in Armenia, 
Marie and Edwin went to Armenia where 
Edwin performed for the children. They both 
were lifelong members of the AMAA, having 
faithfully prayed, labored and gave their time 
and substance for the AMAA’s Mission. For 
many years Marie served as Chairman of the 
AMAA’s Child Education Committee, which 
promotes the sponsorship of the education 
of orphans and poor children. 

Marie is survived by her sister Gladys 
Keuhnelian with who she shared her entire 
life, and her children Warren and his wife 
Mary Alberian, Marilyn and her husband, 
Harout Aprahamian and their children, Talar, 
Bedros and Pateal. 


Albert Karagozian 

Albert Karagozian 
of Los Angeles, CA went 
to be with his Savior 
on March, 25, 2022, 
after a long and fruitful 
life. Albert was born in 
Fresno, CA on Decem- 
ber 28, 1922 to John 
Karagozian and Zevart 
Hovivian Karagozian, who had immigrated to 
the US from Sepastia and Erzeroum, respec- 
tively, at the time of the Armenian Genocide. 
Albert was the second of four sons in the 
family, which included older brother Charles 
and younger brothers, Matthew and John, 
Jr. In 1927, the family moved to Los Angeles, 
which became their permanent home. Albert 
attended local schools, and upon graduation 
from high school, he entered the University of 
Southern California, majoring in accounting. 

Shortly after the US entered World War 
ll in 1941, as a college student, Albert volun- 
teered for the Army Reserve. He was called 
to active duty in March, 1943. Albert served 
in the Third Army of General Patton, in the 
Field Artillery division, moving from England to 
France to Luxembourg, and then to Germany. 
His unit had entered the town of Eisenack 
when Germany surrendered in May, 1945. 
Upon his return home in December, 1945, Al- 
bert resumed studies at USC, where he earned 
the B.S. in Accounting and later became a 
Certified Public Accountant. Albert initially 
worked with the California Franchise Tax Board 
and with Arthur Andersen. He entered private 
practice in 1953 and, until his retirement in 
2002, served his profession with clients well- 
known in the entertainment industry. 

In 1955, Albert married Violet Jamgochi- 
an, and they were blessed with two daughters, 
Ann and Amy. The Karagozians faithfully at- 
tended Immanuel Armenian Congregational 
Church in Los Angeles and, later, United Ar- 
menian Congregational Church in Hollywood. 
Albert served with dedication in both churches 
as a member of the Church Council and the 
Board of Trustees. He was a member of the 
Armenian fraternal organization, the Knights 
of Vartan, for over 60 years, serving as local 
Commander and Grand Treasurer at the na- 
tional level. Throughout his life, Albert was 
dedicated to the Lord, to his family, and to 
his many friends and clients, serving with the 
utmost integrity and humility. 

Albert was predeceased by his beloved 
wife, Violet, and by his parents and brothers. 
He is survived by his daughters, Ann (Ted Sara- 
fian) and Amy; grandchildren Joseph (Celina) 


aries 


Sarafian, Abigail (Tyler) Sarafian-Hiebert and 
Mary Kavonian; sister-in-law, Helen Karagoz- 
ian; and numerous nieces, nephews, cousins, 
and friends. Donations in Albert’s memory 
may be made to the United Armenian Congre- 
gational Church; Knights of Vartan, Los Ange- 
les, Charitable Fund; UCLA Geriatrics Medical 
Home Visit Program; Armenian Missionary 
Association of America; or to the American 
University of Armenia. 


Satenig Khounganian 
Satenig Khoun- 
ganian of Alexandria, 
Egypt joined her Lord 
and Savior on March 1, 
2022. She was 93. 

Satenig Stepanian 
was born in Alexandria 
in 1929 to Margoss and 
Anahid Stepanian, who 
were true believers and members of the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Church of Alexandria. Satenig 
survived her two brothers, Stepan (Australia) 
and Aram John (USA). 

In 1948 Satenig married Vahram Khoun- 
ganian, who later became the lay preacher 
of the Armenian Evangelical Church. They 
were blessed with twin daughters, Lydia and 
Ani, and a son, Samuel. Ani passed away at 
six months old. Satenig was a devoted and a 
praying mother, who brought up and taught 
her children to love the Lord and His word 
and encouraged them to serve the Lord using 
their talents. 

A woman of God who loved the Lord, 
Satenig had her daily quiet time, reading her 
Bible and memorizing verses. Every year, she 
aimed at reading the whole Bible by following 
the daily allotted chapters in the "Our Daily 
Bread" devotional booklet. She also loved to 
memorize and recite her favorite hymns. 

Satenig was an active member of her 
Church, singing in the choir and teaching 
Sunday School classes, caring for her students 
and making a huge impact on their lives. She 
was also a loving and devoted wife to her 
husband and his family and helped him to 
run their shop. 

She was a wise, patient, forgiving and a 
very caring mother. She always confronted 
the many challenges of her life by prayer and 
repeating the promises of God's Word. She 
was also a great "encourager." 

Funeral services were held on March 1 
at the Armenian Evangelical Church of Alex- 
andria and were officiated by her son Samuel 
Khounganian, D.D.S. She will be greatly missed 
by her children Lydia and Samuel (Limi), grand- 
children Manuel (Marian) and their children 
Laura and Natalie, and Sarron (Nader), church 
members and friends. 


, ane 
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Vahe Zareh Kludjian 

Vahe Zareh Kludjian 
of Long Beach, CA went 
to be with the Lord on 
October 17, 2020. He 
was 73. 

Born February 27, 
1947 in Tripoli, Lebanon, 
he was the third child of 
Zareh N. Kludjian and 
Efronia Berejiklian. His older brother was Ara 
Z. Kludjian, and his older sister was Arpine 
Kludjian. His father was an engineer and 
his mother was a schoolteacher. They knew 
how to nurture Vahe, physically, morally and 
culturally. In 1955, Vahe’s father died from a 
heart attack. Vahe was only 8 and his sister 
Arpine was 10. 

Vahe was a true believer in the Lord, 
Jesus Christ. He attended UACC in Studio City 
for decades. His patience was infinite. Vahe’s 
kindness, not only to his family and friends, 
but to complete strangers was full of sincer- 
ity. When his brother Ara passed in 1989, he 
without hesitation was there for his nieces, 
great nieces and great nephews. His family will 
be forever grateful for his time and generosity. 

Vahe completed his Bachelor’s and Mas- 
ter’s Degree in Engineering from Cal State 
University Long Beach in 1975 and 1981. Vahe 
was also holder of a Professional Engineer’s 
License issued by the state of California. From 
1978-1980, he was a Product Test Engineer for 
Ford Motor Company in Dearborn, MI. From 
1980-2001, he was the Senior Engineer and 
later the Manager of Research and Develop- 
ment at Mazda of North America in Irvine, CA. 
He was a full-time Civil Engineering lecturer at 
CSULB since 2005. 

His friends, students and colleagues 
were a constant part of his life. Professor Bob 
Alexander at CSULB became his mentor and 
his lifetime friend. He would call Vahe every 
week until his passing just to talk and share 
stories. His love of teaching at Cal State Uni- 
versity Long Beach was immeasurable. He will 
always be the best friend of many, the best 
uncle, and the family gem. His gift of love, 
patience, wisdom, kindness and humility will 
always and forever live on. 

Funeral services were held at Forest 
Lawn-Hollywood Hills in Los Angeles, CA. 


Krikor (Kirk) Marounian 
Krikor Artin Marou- 
nian of Los Angeles, CA, 
beloved husband, father, 
grandfather and brother, 
passed away on March 
27, 2022. He was 88. 
Kirk was born in 
Syria on March 25, 1934 
to Artin Marounian and 
Marie Phillibosian. He 
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had an older sister Anahid (deceased), and 
two younger sisters Berjouhie and Armine 
(also deceased). 

His childhood changed dramatically after 
the unexpected passing of his father when he 
was 16 years old. He started working in Aleppo 
to support his family and then a few years later 
moved to Beirut, Lebanon where in 1968, he 
opened his first plastics manufacturing factory. 
He achieved professional success and then in 
1970, he met and later married Silva Sarkiss- 
ian and they were blessed with two children, 
Arthur and Carolyn. 

Kirk enjoyed many happy and prosperous 
days in Beirut. Because of the ongoing civil 
war, in 1981 he moved with his family to Los 
Angeles. In 1987, he started his second plastics 
company called API Kirk Containers in the City 
of Commerce in LA and with much hard work 
and perseverance he again achieved great 
professional success. 

Kirk had many hobbies and passions and 
along with his wife traveled extensively as he 
was determined to see every one of the 50 US 
states. He was very competitive and enjoyed 
various sports from tennis to skiing. He loved 
going to the opera, philharmonic and attend- 
ing classical music concerts. He was also very 
much into health and fitness and read medical 
journals to enhance his knowledge. 

He is survived by his wife Silva, son Arthur 
and his wife Lisa, daughter Carolyn and her 
husband Garbis Kassabian, five grandchildren 
Sophia, Jack, Jason, Isabella and Nicholas, and 
his sister Berjouhie of NJ and her husband 
Antranik Adamian. 

A private memorial service was held on 
April 26. Memorial donations were designated 
to the AMAA. 


Papken Tootikian 

Papken H. Tootikian, 
a longtime resident of 
Toronto, Canada, made 
his transition from this 
world to his eternal 
home on May 2, 2022. 
His funeral services were 
held at the Armenian 
Evangelical Church of 
Toronto on May 7, 2022 
with his brother Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian and 
Rev. Yessayi Sarmazian officiating. 

Papken was born in Ekiz-Olouk, Kessab, 
on December 25, 1947. His parents were 
Hagop and Keghanoush Tootikian. He received 
his elementary and high school education in 
the Armenian Evangelical schools in Kessab 
and Beirut. He received his undergraduate 
education at Haigazian University and 
University of Waterloo, Ontario, earning a 
degree of Bachelor of Science. 

Following his graduation, he worked 
at General Motors in Detroit, MI. Later, he 
returned to Canada and became a partner and 


General Manager of his brother Haig’s newly 
established Imperial Rug Galleries, in Oakville, 
ON. Gradually, as the business grew, Papken 
became a connoisseur of oriental rugs. 

Then, the unexpected happened—Papken 
had a stroke in 2017, which shook his life from 
its foundations. Almost totally incapacitated, 
Papken gradually was able to regain his mobility 
and daily routine through his strong faith in God 
and his determination. Then, came another 
challenge. In February 2022, he was diagnosed 
with Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma to which he 
eventually succumbed. 

In spite of all challenges, Papken was aman 
of faith and hope. During his illness he never 
gave up hope. He never demonstrated despair 
or self-pity. He strove to fight his disease, but 
alas, toward the end he lost his bout. 

Papken was an outgoing and friendly 
individual. He was an ecumenically minded 
person. He had a beautiful smile, passion 
for service, and genuine friendliness that 
penetrated the hearts of those with whom 
he associated. He was the kind of man whose 
arrival was more welcomed than his departure. 

Papken was a good patriot. He loved 
Armenia and everything that is Armenian. He 
was an avid reader of Armenian literature, 
admired Armenian writers and befriended the 
renowned poets Barooyr Sevag and Hovhannes 
Shiraz. His 2006 visit to Armenia was one of the 
highlights of his life. 

Papken is survived by his two brothers, Rev. 
Vahan (Rosette) and Haig (Anahis) Tootikian; 
three nieces, Ann (Mark) Zartarian, Alice 
(Matthew) Bartlett, and Jacqueline (Michael) 
Voskian; three nephews, Jack (Dana), Haig Jr. 
(Taryn) and Armen (Elena) Tootikian; his many 
great nephews and nieces. 

Memorial donations can be made to the 
AMAA’s Papken Tootikian Endowment Fund. 

By Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian 


The AMAA Board of Directors and 
staff wish to extend their heartfelt 
condolences to the families of the 
following deceased friends. 


Maria Agulian - Hamden, CT 
Elizabeth Ayvazian - Fresno, CA 
Yeremia Chaderjian - Torrance, CA 
Merzia Cronin - Belmont, MA 
Angel Eglenceyan - Montreal, QC 
Margaret Glikas - Billerica, MA 

* Andrew Gocharian - Palmetto, CA 
Knar Guekguezian - Fresno, CA 
Seta Kupelian - Athens, Greece 
Andrew Gocharian - Palmetto, CA 
Sue Kilijian - Fresno, CA 
Marcia Manoogian - N. Attleboro, MA 
Carol Rustigian - Lafayette, CA 


* Memorials designated for AMAA 


AMAA Bookstore - Featured Books 


Armenian English Diglot 
New Testament 

Western Armenian and 
Today's English version. 
Item # 508 - Price: $15.00 


A Century of Armenian 
Protestantism 1846-1946 
(Second Printing) 

The author recounts the 
history of the Armenian 
Evangelical movement 
from its beginning to 1946. 
By Leon Arpee 

Item # 365 - Price: $15.00 


; The Armenians of Musa 
Dagh:From Obscurity 

~ to Genocide Resistance 
~ and Fame 1840-1915 
By Vahram 

4 Shemmassian, Ph.D. 
Item # 408 (paper back) - 
Price: $30.00 


Angel of Aleppo 
The story of Reverend 
Hovhannes Eskijian, who 
risked his life to save 
children in Aleppo, Syria 
during the Armenian 
Genocide of 1915. By 
M. Kay Nanian 
——— Illustrations by Mariam 
Dashtoyan 
Item # 410 - Price: $10.00 


The Youth Home of 
Istanbul: A Story of the 
Remnants’ Homecoming. 
By Hrant Guzelian 


Item # 357- Price: $20.00 


The Hymnal (Hokevor 
Yerkaran) 

Znqtinp Caqwpwis 
Bilingual Hymns 

Item # 353 - Price: $30.00 


A History of Armenian 
Christianity (Second 
Printing) 

A fairly objective overview 
of the Christian pilgrimage 
of the Armenian people 
throughout the centuries. 
By Leon Arpee 

Item # 366 - Price: $25.00 


The Armenian Genocide 
Evidence from the German 
Foreign Office Archives, 
1915-1916. 

Compiled and edited by 
Wolfgang Gust 

Item # 349 - Price: $75.00 


Armenia Mon Amour 
Ten non-Armenian friends 
of Armenia describe their 
love for this country. 

By Svante Lundgren & 
Serafim Seppala (Eds.) 
Item # 409 - Price: $30.00 


The Recipes of Musa Dagh 


| An Armenian Cookbook in a 


Dialect of its Own. 

By Alberta, Anna and 
Louisa Magzanian 

Item # 364CO - Price: $19.50 


History of the Armenian 
Evangelical Churches of 
North and South America 
History of AEUNA churches, 
their founders, locations, 
pastors, leaders, and programs. 
Published by AEUNA 

Item # 401CO - Price: $10.00 


The Genesis and Early 


By Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian 
= Item # 403 - Price: $20.00 


=. Development of the Armenian 
ee, Missionary Association of 
© America 
History of the founding of the 
<> AMAA. 


6g The Stormy and Calm 
er j vam Days of My Life 

ee f & Educator, Rescuer, Survivor. 
& ¢ = Sarkis Balabanian (Balaban 


| Khoja)Translated by Rev. 
eer § Vatche Ekmekjian 
Item # 406 - Price: $20.00 
Baers All Proceeds go to AMAA 
ae Balabanian Ed. Fund 


Snirgawuwuntwu 
3wywunwubuwyg 
ULGuwpwuw wu 
Gytntgtny — Memoirs of 
the Armenian Evangelical 
Church (In Armenian) 
Quuiquwitnnniu GL 
fudpwiqnnyepL.u* dén. Anyun. 
dwhuu 3. feniehyGwu 
Compiled and Edited by Rev. 
Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian 

Item # 412- Price: $20.00 


Scan here to visit 
the bookstore and 
order your books 


For acomplete listing of our Bookstore items and for orders, please visit www.amaa.org/bookstore or contact AMAA Bookstore: 201.265.2607 
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BOOKS 


ACADEMIES FOR ANATOLIA, by Frank A. Stone, A Study of the 
Rationale, Program, and Impact of the Educational Institu- 
tions Sponsored by the American Board in Turkey, 400 pp, 
HEBD wecscdescupspadecvaccde lex pelaehevesedescbeuasnsstesasedzeesagetees Guxeaede $39.99 


THE ARMENIAN ANSWER TO THE ARMENIAN QUESTION, by 
Richard Melikian, This book is not about the past. It is about the 
future. PO AS55CO sss s.dee ccseeedevsecds meen weetidecee canes $12.00 


ARMENIAN CHRISTIANITY - THE FAITH OF A NATION, by Rev. 
Dr. Aharon Sapsezian, A historical look at Christianity in the 
Armenian Culture. pb #252 ........cccccccececeececeeeeteeeseeeeteeeeaes $10.00 


ARMENIAN EVANGELICALS’ CHALLENGE TO RELIGIOUS Ex- 
TREMISM: by Dr. Arthur Salibian. The Growing Influence of Funda- 
mentalism in Armenian Evangelical Churches. pb #361. ....... $8.00 


ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL MOVEMENT - HISTORY, FAITH AND 
Mission, by Rev. Barkev N. Darakjian, The book consists 
of two parts: Armenian Evangelical Movement and General 
Articles, 249 pp, PO #341 oo... ccccccecesseeeeesseeentaes $15.00 


THE ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL WORLD COUNCIL, by Rev. Dr. 
Vahan H. Tootikian, A Bilingual Book, is the History of the 
Armenian Evangelical World Council from its inception in 1978 
through the year 2014. pp. 397, hc #CO356................- $35.00 


BLESSINGS IN BITTER Cups, by Rev. Dr. Giragos Chopourian. A 
triumphant story of a small clan of successful working class Arme- 
nians living in Turkey just prior to World War I. hc #305 ......$20.00 


CLAWS OF THE CRAB: GEORGIA AND ARMENIA IN CRISIS, by 
Stephen Brook. 354 pp, NC #237 ..............cccceeeceeeetteeeees $25.00 


HEAVEN'S PASSPORT; FORAFULLER LIFE ON EARTH by Carnegie 
Calian, Ph.D. Readers will use this book not only as a resource 
for strengthening their own inner sense of living under God’s 
grace, but also as one’s biblical passport. pb #411........... $10.00 


A HisTorRY OF ARMENIAN CHRISTIANITY, by Leon Arpee. A fairly 
objective overview of the Christian pilgrimage of the Armenian 
people throughout the centuries. Nc #366 .............::::66: $25.00 


| SHALL Not Die, By Rev. Nerses Sarian. The personal account 
of Rev. Sarian's survival story during the Armenian Genocide. 
W156 iP, PD ABA 7.2. especie sc0a8 cans naes ake escedsdes gccnaeeededaeescaeeed $12.00 


IN OTHER Worps, by Rev. Dr. Peter Doghramji. A variety of 
selected sermons. PD #310 ............::ccccceeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeees $20.00 


THE MARTYRED ARMENIAN WRITERS 1915-1922: AN ANTHO- 
LoGy, by Herand M. Markarian. 250 pp, pb #362C........ $20.00 


RECLAIMING KONIA, by Heather Ruth Martin. A tale of love, 
loss and the Armenian Genocide - based on the true story of 
Melkon Jenanyan. PD #376CO ........::::cccecceeeeteeeeteeeeteeees $14.99 


SHOWERS OF GRACE, by Arousiag Tovmassian Missirlian. A 
Memoir of God’s abundant blessings throughout a lifetime 
of Christian service. #346 .............ccccceceeeseteteeeeeeetees $20.00 


THE THIRSTY ENEMY - A MEMOIR, by Dr. John Markarian. /t 
tells about the beginning steps in the creation of Haigazian 
College (now University), an institution of higher learning, 
and finds its theme in seven years of war, giving a drink to 
the thirsty Enemy. 438 pp, pb #335 ...........:eeee $15.00 
THE TREATMENT OF ARMENIANS IN THE OTTOMAN 
EMPIRE 1915-1916, by Viscount Bryce. Documents 
presented to Viscount Grey of Fallodon Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs. WC #14 ...........ccceceececceeeeeeeeeeteeneees $23.00 
WHISPER OF THE ROOTS - UpdwumnGtpnt UpiniGgn, by Rev. 
Vatche Ekmekjian. A bilingual book (Armenian and English) pres- 
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ents the surviving Armenian Evangelical Sanctuaries and Build- 
ings of Affiliated Educational Institutions in Historical Armenia 
and Cilicia with a photo gallery. 134 pp, pb. #363CO........ $20.00 


THE YOUTH HOME OF ISTANBUL: by Hrant Guzelian. A story of 
the Remnant’s Homecoming. pb #357 .........::::::::ceeeees $20.00 


£U36PRU &PPAEP 


U.ppeGgnip Ubpupnhn G@uGning U.nwoGnpnp - &tnpGwul* 
WhfipwG GhqikétuwG - Unwolnpyr Yuu — niunighy 
wwupwuunkint nwupGpwugp - #500................. $10.00 


du ky UnwohG GuwpwG - 2onpGwy* QuikG Pewh6iwG - 
VuGyniefpiG niGkgnn wjn Up ynigtpp - #351....... $25.00 


nun QuuuGbywG SniGp - UGugnpnwgh SiG %wpéh Quudni- 
eG up - 26nhpGwl Spw6n GpqkjbwG - #329.............. $20.00 


Uhnpnyy OpkGpp - SwuGwpwttwy QuunippwGGepp te Skpni- 
GuywG U.snoepn - AtnhGwul) bp. vVowG QuquytwG ti tp. 
bnlun. Ohepp Snnpud6p - #330............ceeeeceeceeeee cee ceeeeeees $5.00 


UppwGEu 2AG. GaGwybwG te GnoGwunfunzyefpiGp Rwpbyup- 
qnyefG sb - 26nhGuy* GpniwGn, RwunGp - #331.....$20.00 


ARMENIAN BIBLES - UUSNPUCUCAhv26Pr 


ARMENIAN REFERENCE BIBLE - hc black - large - #502 ....$25.00 


pb white - large #503 ooo... ee ceeeeeeeeeceeeeeeeteeteeneeeaes $20.00 
Leather bound black - large #504... eee $30.00 
Leather bound white - large #505 oes $30.00 
EASTERN ARMENIAN BIBLE - hc #510 ............:00 $20.00 
EASTERN ARMENIAN NEW TESTAMENT & PSALMS - pb 
HOOV. reetiarcsycsieucatelgeiti inlet ie agopetigia anaes daadsaats $10.00 


Book Order Form 


Please forward Book(s) {List by catalogue Item No.(s)} 


# (s) For a total of $ plus 


$ for postage and handling. 


In the U.S. add US$5.00 for first copy and US$2.00 for each 
additional book. For Canada and international orders, please call 
or e-mail AMAA for shipping and handling charges before you 
send in your order - (order books by catalogue numbers). 


Name: 


Address:_ 


E-mail: 


Tel: 


Enclosed is my check for $ 


Make checks payable to Armenian Missionary Association of America in 

U.S. dollars and mail to AMAA, 31 West Century Road, Paramus, NJ 

07652. To purchase with a credit/debit card, please call the AMAA office at 
201.265.2607 or visit our website www.amaa.org 


Summer is a special time of year for people of all ages, especially children! AMAA Summer Camps 
provide an opportunity for children and teens to make new memories, build lifelong skills and have a 
fun-filled experience. Campers are encouraged to explore, learn, make new friends and be active in a safe 
environment. Each summer camp session is designed to bolster confidence and self-esteem within each 
child through interactive activities, participation in sports, art and music activities and spiritual reflection. 


Through the generosity of AMAA donors, the AMAA operates the overnight Camp Sheen-Shoghig in 
Hankavan and 25 regional day camps in Armenia, which serve thousands of children and teens. 


For: ___ Children @ $70 each for overnight camps ____ Children @ $40 each for day camps 
Name: Phone: E-mail: 
Address: City: _CSSttatte: Zip: 


Please make check payable to: Armenian Missionary Association of America - memo: Armenia Summer 
Camps and mail to 31 W. Century Road, Paramus, NJ 07652 or make a secure online donation at amaa.org 


@amaainc 201.265.2607 Wwww.amaa.org 


a aN Armenian Missionary Association of America Non-Profit Org. 
ae 31 West Century Road U.S. Postage 
Okc let Paramus, NJ 07652 oe 
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Permit No. 55 
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Originally established by the AMAA in 1922 as an Armenian Evangelical 
Kindergarten, the School moved to Ashrafieh, in Beirut, Lebanon in 1932, and is 
currently known as the Armenian Evangelical Central High School. 


